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Online German Exchange

Last year, we were able to organize a
German-Japanese language
exchange with students of Ruhr-West
University in Germany.

First, fo get to know each other, all
students made a self-infroduction video
in their target language using easy
phrases to talk about their hobbies and
interests. After watching and
commenting on each others works, we -
the Japanese language teacher Ms.
Sawada and | - set up an online meeting
where the students could meet and talk
to each other face to face. Since the
exchange happened right before
Christmas, we talked about Christmas
and New Year's fraditions in our home
countries, showing pictures of our
favorite seasonal foods and activities.
Despite the eight hour time difference
everyone had a great time, making it
the perfect last lesson of the year.



CIRX“/"Z_:/ Hello everyonel Is it too late to say Happy New Year?2 Can you be-
lieve it is almost Februarye Back home in Germany the first two months of
the year are relatively uneventful. Yes, there is carnival of course, but all in
all | feel like many people take it slow. Maybe because of the cold or
maybe because they just don't have the energy after a busy Christmas
and New Year's holiday season. Here in Japan, the fiscal year ends in
March so people start to hussle right after the holidays. Please don't for-

get to relax and take some time for yourself once in a while ~
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systems differ in many ways, we all
consider ourselves democracies,
sharing the belief that a country
should be ruled by its people,
henceforth giving us the right to vote
for our representatives. However, like
so many good things in life, many of
us, including myself, take this
privilege for granted — until it is no
longer there. Moving abroad has
made this especially clear to me.

I've been living in Japan for about 3,5
years and all in all | feel very much at
home. I'm fluent in the language,
involved in the community, most of
my friends are Japanese, | work at an
all-Japanese workplace and | pay
my taxes like everyone else. Making
my own miso and eating nafto for
breakfast, | even eat like a Japanese!
Haha

You may think it sounds pretty neat
but there is one catch: my passport is
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still German. Living here | am facing
the harsh reality. No matter my VISA
status and no matter how long | live
here, | will probably never have the
right to vote, unless | stop being a
doitsujin.

In light of the upcoming federal
elections in Germany this February, |
was starting to  wonder how
immigrants back home must feel
and under which circumstances
they could become eligible to vote.
From the 83 million people living in
Germany only about 60 million are
entitted to vote. After taking
children out of the equation, we are
left with over 10 million foreign
passport holders and citizenships. 10
milion people that are living,
working or studying in Germany,
who have built a life there, just like |
have in Japan.

Like many other Germans, | started
fo wonder: if democracy means
“rule of the people” how do we
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The German electoral system

justify leaving out 10 million residents
solely on the basis of their citizenship?2
After living here for three, five, ten
years, are they not people of our
countrye Will political decisions not
impact their lives as much as they
impact ours — or even more so?

| also understand the concerns. Not
everyone who comes info your
country is there to stay and some fail
to fulfil their duties as a resident, so

o First-past-the-post
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299 constituency representatives
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Candidate vote Party vote

) Proportional representation
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299 seats for party delegates
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Source: bpb.de | * Base number. Typically, parliament is larger due to "overhang" seats
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why should they be given privileges,

righte
If you're an EU citizen you can
consider yourself lucky, because

you're at least eligible to vote at local
elections. Further, unlike Japan, the
German federal law permits dual
citizenship, so if you don't mind
jumping a few hurdles, you can
acquire a German cifizenship while
keeping your original passport by a
process called “naturalization”. For a
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long time this rule only applied to
children born in Germany or to at least
one German parent, but was
extended accordingly in June 2024.

Still, the financial situation of the
applicant plays a major role when
going through the naturalization
process, raising the question whether
the political voice of a person should
be dependent on money. As you may
have noficed, the situation s
confroversial and in the end it
probably comes down to one
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Wyatt Gilbert
Nobeoka City ALT
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Hello, my name is Wyatt Gilbert! I've been living in Nobeoka

and working here as an ALT for around é months now, but before |

moved here, | lived in the state of Colorado in the USA. Colorado is a

state with many mountains, and winters there look a lot different than

they do here. Colorado gets a lot of snow, and there’s nothing | like

doing in the snow better than skiing!
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Rocky Mountain Skiing

Kyushu is home to two ski areas,
totaling 4.4 km of skiable terrain. |
was surprised by this, because |
thought there would be Okm of
skiable terrain on the island with such
warm winters. In contrast to this, Vail
Mountain in Colorado, at the base of
which | resided for around a year,
has 234 km of skiable terrain! So what
does one do with all of that space?

First, there is lots of variety in terrain,
from beginner to expert to courses
that require special fraining for
avalanche safety. My favorite
courses are the ones that weave
through the forest. Sking silently
between the frees makes me feel like
I'm in a picture book, and it's very
peaceful.

More space also means less crowds.
Unlike a ski area like Gokase
Highland, where most skiers are
concenfrated on just a few ftrails, it's
easy in Colorado to find yourself



Trail Map of Gokase nghlands
The Front Side
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Trail map of Vail Mountain, Colorado. This is only the front side of the mountain.
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alone on a ski slope, with plenty of
room to ski however you wanf.
Lastly, while Japanese skiers may
retire o an onsen after a long day
of hitting the slopes, American skiers
like to engage in Apres Ski (french
for “After Skiing”), where one warms
their tired and cold body in a
restaurant, sitting by the fire
enjoying snacks, drinks, and the
company of friends. It's a bit like a
Nomikai with extra steps, but going
in your ski gear makes it feel special.
I'm quite eager to check out what
sking in Kyushu has to offer this
winter, and while it may not be
exactly the same as the sking I'm
used to, it will surely remind me of
the good ftimes | spent skiing in
Colorado.
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Me and a friend hiking to a ski trail.
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Looking for a way to connect to the local and the international community in

Nobeoka? This is the event for you. Free of charge. Come and go as you like.
D IEFE&PT2PEEEE Where: Nobeoka City Hall 2F Koudou

LD : 18853093 ~208F30%9 When: 18:30PM~20:30PM

6:30~8:30PM |
H1%FR 2P% SAE 4
2

2A1H EMTEYEE Nobeoka Hanamonogatari

Ev%n’rs ~ A series of events in Nobeoka City revolving around Japan’s most

Nobeoka 4HA6H beloved spring flower, the Sakura (Cherry Blossoms).

5¥#ll/For more details = https://nobeokahanamonogatari.net/
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