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%gternational Chat Night on

Our International Chat Night made it's

first TV appearance last month! After be-
ing postponed due to Typhoon No. 10 in
August, waiwai TV came to film a report
on our event - and the fiming couldn’t
have been better. Citizens of various na-
fionalities, including many ALTs, were able
to join the fun and some of our Japanese
had their
hometown Nobeoka after living abroad

guests just  returned to
for many years.

Since it was also an event fo welcome the
ALTs who arrived in August, we were able
tfo hear various stories during their self-
infroductions, such as formerly working as
a kickboxing instructor or a surfer who is
afraid of the ocean.

We hope to infroduce more of their stories

in this newsletter.
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Welcome to October, or in other words autumn! | always get a bit nostal-
gic during this season, thinking about the places I've been, the people
I've met and the things I've learned this year. | believe that it is important
to have many experiences in life. Even an experience that might seem like
a mistake at first can become valuable in hindsight. After graduating high
school, | worked at a school and amongst other things supported children
that just moved to my hometown form countries like China or Kuwait. This
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experience connects fo what | do now 10 years later.

What path to take

In a globalized society, more and more
people decide to work or study
abroad. For many citizens around the
world it has never been easier to move
their lives to a different country. Wheth-
er it is to experience a new culture,
learn a new language, or gain valuable
life and work experience, spending time
abroad provides plenty of room for per-
sonal growth and often presents you
with new career opportunities. On the
job market, many employers value this
kind of international experience, as it is
often linked to character ftraits like
adaptability, independence and cour-
age.

Amongst the many ways of going
abroad the “Working Holiday Visa” is
one of the most popular options. In
general, the Working Holiday Visa al-
lows you to work and travel in the coun-
try of your choice for a set period of 12
months. Many find jobs in fields like ca-
tering, hospitality, tourism, agriculture or
farming. The eligible age for applicants
is usually set between 18 to 30.
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Back when | was in high school my
peers and | talked about what we
wanted to do after graduation. Some,
eager to be financially independent,
started applying for jobs, while others
looked into universities to pursue high-
er education. However, young adults
today are presented with so many job
options and career paths that it can
often be overwhelming. A lot of peo-
ple therefore choose to reorient them-
selves during a so called "gap year”.
And although we have the option of
taking a gap year while volunteering
in social or ecological institutions with-
in the country, many choose to apply
for a Working Holiday Visa in Australia
or New Zealand. In Japan, a gap year
is often taken a bit later than in Ger-
many: during university, after gradua-
tion, or after quitting their first job. Even
though the when differs due to cultur-
al and social factors, the where seems
to stays the same.

Amongst the over 60 countries offering
this type of Visa, Australia, New Zea-
land and Canada are by far the most
popular destinations. However, Japan
is also gaining in popularity amongst
young Work and Travelers, and some
of them even make it to Nobeoka!
See next page
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¥ERTJ—3Y 1? Working Holiday in Nobeoka ?!
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In September an unexpected guest visited our German
class: Lars, a.k.a. “Nino”, from Worms City in Germany! Nino,
who is neither an immigrant nor an international student,
came to Nobeoka on a Working Holiday Visa. 18 years old,
he freshly graduated high school and is now planning to
tour Japan for a year. After arriving in Tokyo this past June,
straight away he made his way up north to spend some
fime in Hokkaido, only to then make a stop at the opposite
end of the country, Kyushu. After arriving in Kyushu, he start-
ed working part-time at a bento shop in Nobeoka City for
about three weeks. “What brought him to Nobeoka?”, you
may ask. It was all thanks to a local bento shop that regis-
tered as a host on a website for working holiday-makers.
When asked about life in Nobeoka, he replied in fluent Jap-
anese, “lt's a lot of fun, and most importantly, the people
are very kind. At first | planned to stay in Nobeoka for only
one week, but my life here was so fulfiling that | ended up
extending my stay. *

In the future more and more people like Nino will be com-
ing to Japan on a Working Holiday Visa and | hope many
will keep finding their way to Nobeoka. Not only is it a
chance for us citizens to make meaningful connections
with the rest of the world, but also help us feel encouraged

go abroad and enjoy new experiences ourselves.
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Hello! My name is Doi, and I'm from Los Angeles, California. I'm Korean-
American, so | have lots to share about both American and Korean cul-
turel Living in Los Angeles, you get to see so many different cultures and
backgrounds with everyone you meet. You get bits of the world in places
like Koreatown, Chinatown, Filipinotown, Little Tokyo, Little Ethiopia, etc.
(and they all have amazing restaurants!). | hope to share more about my
country and culture to everyone in Nobeokal
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Koreatown

There's no better place to find good
food than Los Angeles—especially Ko-
rean food! One of my favorite neigh-
borhoods is Koreatown (also known as
K-Town). If you're a fan of Korean mu-
sic, fashion, culture, and of course,
food, this is the place to be. | come
here often to eat my favorite Korean
foods: Doenjang-jigae/= =W (A stew
made with fermented soybeans, with
added vegetables and meats), Kim-
chijeon/ Z X ™ (a savory pancake
made with kimchi, sometimes dipped
in a sauce), Gejang/A# (fresh raw
crabs marinated in either soy sauce or
a chili pepper powder based sauce. |
like the soy sauce kindl), and Korean
BBQ.

| love eating Korean BBQ with my
friends and family! Depending on
what kind of KBBQ restaurant you go
to, either the employees will cook the
meat for you or you cook the meat
yourself when it's brought to your fa-
ble. My favorite kinds of meats are the
thinly sliced beef brisket/xt=4}0|, mari-

nated galbi/¥EZH|, and pork belly/4f
gl
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At every KBBQ restaurant, you will
also get banchan/gt#t, Korean side
dishes! This usually includes kimchi,
assorted vegetables, meats, etc. My
favorite banchan are Kongnamul-
muchim/3 &g F38 (seasoned bean
sprouts), Dotori-muk/=E2|& (acorn
jelly with soy sauce and other gar-
nishes), and Gamja Jorim/Z A= &
(slightly sweet, braised potatoes).

You can also find some great street
food in K-Town! In addition to foods

like Tteokbokki/™ £ 0| and Korean

hotdogs, there's a lot of fusion foods.
I've seen kimchi carbonara pasta,
gochujang fried chicken, and bulgo-
gi tacos. Bulgogi tacos are my favor-
ite, and probably one of the most
popular fusion foods I've seen in Los
Angeles! K-Town has a very high Lati-
no population, so it's very common
fo see Latinos speaking some Kore-
an, or Koreans speaking some Span-
ish around these areas!)

| hope everyone will become inter-
ested in Los Angeles and Korean
food/culture through this introduc-

tion! Thank you/ZtAt&EL| CH
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Learn how to make authentic Korean Kimchi with our ALT Doi Park.
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We'll craft personalized advent calendars using different materials, while
enjoying the cozy atmosphere of the pre-Christmas season.
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10A5H FONDOAEMIMTENKRE] Matsuri Nobeoka Fireworks

Events
in Come and enjoy the biggest fireworks show in Nobeoka. There will also be
Nobeoka food stalls and live performances during the day. Fireworks start at 7pm !

When: 3pm~9pm Where: Ose-gawa (Kawamachi Community Center)
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