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Five years in Nobeoka

After five wonderful years of living
and working in Nobeoka, three of our
ALTs are leaving. From Okatomi Jun-
ior High, right next to City Hall, to re-
mote schools like  Shimanoura
Gakuen only accessible by ferry, An-
thony, Anna and Chuck have taught
at many elementary and junior high
schools around Nobeoka. During
their time here they created unfor-
gettable memories with their students
by sharing their language and cul-
ture but also while playing tag or oth-
er games during break time. We wish
them all the best for their future and
hope they will come back to visit us
soon. Please find their farewell mes-

sages on pages four through seven.
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Hello everyone, are you ready for summertime ?

Whether it is going to the beach or the mountains to escape the heat,
most of us get there driving. But who doesn’t enjoy a nice summer drive,
right2 People in Germany also love driving in summer, especially in a cab-
riolet with the fop down. And it's not just VW, Mercedes, Audi or BMW you
find cruising on the streets of Germany. A lot of foreign car makers are al-
so well established and amongst them Japanese cars are especially pop-
ularl In fact, | used to drive a Suzuki Swift Sport and my friend drives a Maz-
da MXS.

BESACAICBIE~ BEOERIITETCNETIN?
ETHSXNDEHITBOWICTICUTE. FEAEDARZETITEET., U
DN BEORSAITERLUFRZRVARWENTLUEDR, RTYDAREED R
SATNREFETY, BICRERAUEA—TIN—[CES>TEINR, LHL.
FYDEATEMNIDDIE. VW, Mercedes. Audiv. BMW/ZITTIEd DX
Bh, ZLONEEX—ND—ELLERLTRD., ZOPTEBAREPIBERICA
[IBHBOFT | ZlE. FAERAYTRIXFDRA T ERIRN—=YICE ST
L. RARYYSDMXSICE S TNET,

Gold, blue.....green?!
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Since Germans drive on the right, the
driver's seat and steering wheel are on
the left. Same goes for the blinker and
wiper levers, whose places are
swapped. If you ask me what the hard-
est part about driving in Japan was, |
will probably answer * not furning on
the wipers when | turn”. There were sev-
eral incidents, where | almost gave my-
self a heart attack by accidently turning
on the wipers. At least this proves - mus-
cle memory is a thing. Another funny
difference I've noticed is the way peo-
ple park.

In Germany and probably most parts of
Europe, you will simply pull info a park-
ing space unless you've got something
to prove, whereas in Japan, | feel like
people wil reverse park at all costs —
and admittedly | really admire that spirit
haha. In return, Europeans excel at par-
allel parking | guess. Speaking of park-
ing, German cars (unless it's a big fruck)
usually don't beep when they're put in
reverse. The first time that happed to
me here | was actually surprised. Over-
all, don't you feel like Japanese cars
seem to use every occasion to make
sounds? Like when your ETC-Card read-
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er will suddenly warn you of a sharp
turn, but the lane in front of you is al-
most straight. Unless it's a really new
model, German automobiles are more
reserved and prefer to stay silent most
of the time. But carefull Many parking
lots also don't have parking blocks so
it's easy to bump info stuff if you're not
used toit.

Road signs are fairly similar but | love
how Japan has all kinds of animals on
the ,,animals crossing" sign, whereas in
Germany it is mostly limited to deer. If
you don't know the meaning of a sign
however, things can get dangerous so
let me infroduce the German priority
and yield signs. When you see a sign
with a small yellow diamond, it means
you have priority on the next crossing,
meaning you don’t have to stop and
can just keep driving. At more compli-
cated crossings, an angry looking sign
in black and white is attached below
the yellow diamond, indicating which
lane has priority with a fat black line.
On the streets that are not marked as
a priority lane you will find the revers
red and white triangle or so called
“yield sign”.

What about you, have you ever driven
abroad? Maybe you can relate to
some of the points, but no matter your
experience, | hope you now at least
feel read to drive in my home country.
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preparations fo say
goodbye to Nobeoka, the reality
of it is finally seffling. Having been my
home for the past 5 years, this city has given
me a lot of amazing experiences and
memories to take back with me. The events
that I've taken part in and the people I've met
there have all had a lasting impact on me,
showing me new perspectives and ways of
thinking that | may never have considered
otherwise.

| first came to Nobeoka in 2019, months before
the COVID-19 pandemic struck the world. This
may or may not have been good timing. There
was no shortage of radio and TV programs for
us to work on, but not being able to conduct
classes normally had me itching for something
else to do, and it was then that | first began
seriously studying Japanese. Though many
citizens I've chatted with here and there know
that my speaking abilities are anything but
smooth, I've managed to make good use of it
in my fravels around Japan.
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The scenery in Kyushu is especially wonderful.
There's no shortage of amazing mountains to
hike, and I've visited some of the most beautiful
beaches I've ever seen here. It'll be hard to lef it
all go, since | know my hometown can't
compare. There are so many great people here
too, and | won't forget those I've met. Everyone
showing such genuine interest in my language
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and culture readlly helped me settle in here—
even if no one can remember quite how my
name is spelled haha. I'm really grateful for
everything I've had here, | can't say that to
everyone enough. Thank you Nobeoka, let's
chat again soon!
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Before long my time on the JET Pro-

gram will come to an end, and I'll be

returning to my home country at the

end of July. These last five years have passed in
the blink of an eye!

When | first arrived in Nobeoka five years ago, |
had no idea what lay before me. | couldn't
speak much Japanese and honestly made
many mistakes. For this reason, I'm eternally
grateful I was surrounded by such helpful people
while | found my footing here. Thanks to every-
one's help, | was able to improve my Japanese
and live a full life here. I'm especially grateful to
my ALT coordinators and the BOE staff that
made my life here much easier!
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During my time here, I've enjoyed teaching stu-
dents, chatting with Nobeoka residents, and see-
ing all of what Nobeoka has to offer. I'll never
forget the smiling faces of my students or the fun
classes we shared together. I'd also like to thank
my students for teaching me so much about
Japanese culture!

Whether it be at Sumie Beach or Mt. Mukabaki, |
had the chance o meet many friendly and kind
faces everywhere | went. I'm really going fo miss
the beautiful nature and generous strangers of
Nobeoka, but I'm also looking forward to seeing
my family and friends back home.

After five years, | redlly believe Nobeoka has be-
come my second home.

Once again, I'd redlly like to thank everyone
from the boftom of my heart for all the help and
consideration during my time here in Nobeoka.
I'm really looking forward to the opportunity to
return in the future!
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From the breathtaking mountains, to the lustrous Nt REURHDESSIBOEL
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past 5 years I've spent living in Nobeoka. To the _ _

people of Nobeoka, thank you very much for RCOSFRZN DT TEALIC LS
your kindness and hospitality. It has been an hon- 9. LEMOETA BONBBTRUERDZARSIC
or to serve as an ALT in your fown. | have made  HODRESTNFE LR, COBITALTE L TEITEZ
countless wonderful memories teaching students CEBEMEICBNED, EBOEIAEOEHNER
of all ages in Nobeoka, and have mys§hf learned LT, FLEADEES LLWBNEATE, -, 5
so much about Japan from everyone living here. _ - s L -
Although it's sad fo bid farewell o a place so AlLONTELZFEECNELESI UL, DOSE
dear to my heart, | know that one day we'll see FBCOBAICRANESITIDERUNTID, F2
each other again. Until next time, goodbye, fare- VDO RENTEDEBUTNET, ZOEHET, =

well, and see you again! FOES, ZUTEEZRENLFELLD !
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Looking for a way to connect with the local and international community in
Nobeoka? This is the event for you.
Since three of our ALTs are leaving, we will also hold a farewell party.
Please feel free to bring snacks and drinks.
LD @ 18KF303~208F30) £2: MR 1F mERAR-X /1F City Hall

308 (&) HLPADYOY International Chat Night
A= 23 FWREBUMEZEIULELLD |
SAICIEFTLLVALTHEET ZFEATI DT, —HEICERIMLEL LD,
BEF - MRHFFEAHOK
Looking for a way to connect with the local and international community in
Nobeoka? This is the event for you.
August means it's time for the new ALT's to arrive. Let’s give them a warm
welcome and enjoy chatting while enjoying some snacks and drinks.
WD : 18KF303~208F30) &£2: ERMEPFRF 1F mRAR-X /1F City Hall
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6H (1) #H -BRERES RECRE BEESYRIVAINERT BavZEsEicHdELE)

Events in = ZFHIESNSZEIEECZEL,  Find the details on our SNS.
Nobeoka SEVEDE(E. ERGIREEASEHEEE T, TEL: 090-2085-5768
78 -y | 208 (X) ¥4 7E FODOAEH Matsuri Nobeoka

HAUVHE, KEGUER. ([EATHED.
Enjoy Japanese culture and food at the biggest

summer festival in Nobeoka. https://matsurinobeoka.com
(\D:11:30~21:00 &C: FRIBEDIZZEMEI
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