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Occupation: Explorer

Denmark’s first ocean rower and adven-
turer, Chistian Havrehed, and his partner,
Sun Haibin from China, will fravel 1300km
across the East China Sea by rowboat
from Shanghai to the finish line in No-
beoka at the end of May! Christian is an
adventurer who successfully crossed the
Atlantic Ocean in a rowboat 23 years
ago and he came up with the idea of a
journey that combines “romance and
adventure”. *“What kind of race is thise”,
you may wonder. It's a journey examining
‘the Xu Fu East Passage’, a legendary
passage made by the Chinese alchemist
and explorer Xu Fu, who fraveled around
Japan more than 2,200 years ago. (Xu Fu
is Jofuku in Japanese). The expected arri-
val date is the end of June.
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Imagine having the most frightening experience of your life, feeling like
you're a champ for having survived it, only for you to share it with your
colleagues, dramatic effects included, and be told it was just normal. That's
what happened after experiencing my first earthquake in Japan. To be fair,
the earthquake was a mere 5-point 2 in magnitude, causing no damage.
And with over 1500 earthquakes each year, | understand how Japanese
people consider this the norm. Earthquakes do exist where | am from, | just
have not been unlucky enough to experience any of them. My name is
Stevian and | am an ALT from Jamaica, living in Nobeoka. | came to Japan
in August 2023, aiming to take on a challenging and rewarding adventure
Well so far, challenges— check, rewards— also check.

My life in Japan
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The challenges for me are mostly
related to frying to adjust to the
weather, which is a far cry from the
summer-all-year experience we enjoy
in Jamaica. | also really miss my family
and Jamaican food. However, those
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have been a mere fly in the oinfment.

| am surrounded by a community of
very helpful people in Nobeoka
including my fellow ALTs who are very
supportive. | have had wonderful
experiences frying out new Japanese
foods, learning Japanese, and
exploring beautiful places in Japan like
Takachiho Gorge.

However, my most rewarding
experiences have been those involving
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my students. There is so much | can
say about those children, but if | was
limited to one word it would be
“inspiring”. | really admire how
diligent, focused and supportive they
are.

This year | decided to learn to play
badminton and | joined the Nobeoka
Badminton Club. The fraining is held
on weekends at one of the schools |
teach. As a total beginner | thought it
would be best if | didn't encounter
any of my students at the club, God
forbid any of them get to see me
while | am in my ‘“suck at sports
phase.” So when | turhed up fto
Badminton club the first day and saw
several of my students, very excited
to see me there and ready to play
with me, | had a sudden urge to run
for the hills, which | actually did. Well
not for the hills, but | went back into
the car and drove straight home.
When | pulled info my driveway,
feeling defeated and embarrassed |
invoked a self-intfervention and
demanded | overcome my fear of
making a fool of myself in front of my
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students or | would regret it forever.
Plus, | really wanted to Ilearn
badminton. What happened next
can only be described as
miraculous. When | returned to the
gym and started my tryouts, as
expected | sucked. But those
students who | was afraid would
tease me for being so poor at the
sport, they ralied around and
dedicated their time to coaching
me.

Suffice it to say, there's no looking
back. Not all days in Japan are easy
for me. But the opportunity to be a
part of those students' lives brings me
so much pride and joy.

—F 4 R—F—LR—

International Coordinator Report

REDOEH On the trail of Xu Fu

FFF128. RACTPTY REROKEOBHD. ABIL.  THREBDITED
WM THDEMZIHRTRILEL TCNDT YV —DADER] TUIE, )
HTEL MR8 . WIDULEBDS. ZARIGHRNDDEFRSE
N oIEhh, IRTTUY—FZ L. BRERE LI UL, SBSWII
DFBOD D D ZEEER UBNS, DI RF v YSANSHKENS
U TONDROANEDFZEHE. ZOERIBECREARSDOHORQIT
[C. SODRIDOROERICAITTCOBEEZSNE UL,

MRt8) &I, fooori3ttifc. RDEFXD [RERFEDOE ZRI o
a2, ROBIOEDSEFX W ZBIE UICPEDREMEN T, RaRD
FRATEDDF T, HRBSADEMICHKI EVDERIE. N DH'D
DFEID. ZO—DESUDABEDIEEDBENERI ST RIC
REBSANMERNZESNDFBEENDEDDHOEZDTI,

INA FVTDFRERFADREN SED MO, KEDEDLDIC
ADEFTHINCEDENTEDN ?ESATHELIEAD ?



(®) Start, Shengsi Island, China
' Port of Entry in Japan

' Xu Fu site stops

®) Finish, Nobeoka, Japan

(O overnight port calls
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In December last year, | was asked to be an attendant and
interpreter for a Dane who was visiting Nobeoka in search
of Xu Fu's legacy. | am ashamed to say that this was my
first time hearing of “Xu Fu”. | didn't know such a legend
existed so | rushed to prepare for the job. On the day of the
event, we walked around Imayama with Christian and lis-
tened to fascinating stories about his life. Afterwards, a lec-
fure was given in the conference room to those involved in
the planning of this trip.

Xu Fu was a legendary Chinese alchemist and explorer
who lived in the 3rd century BC. He was ordered by Emper-
or Qin fo set out for Mount Penglai in the Eastern Sea in
search of the “Elixir of Immortality”. There are several pieces
of evidence that Xu Fu came to Nobeoka, one of which is
a rock called Xu Fu Rock located at the Okatomi Elemen-
tary school playground. Here, on the south-west foot of
Imayama, is where Xu Fu is said fo have tied his boat. Inter-
esting, isn't ite

Can two people, one a descendant of Vikings, and the
other a descendant of the Qin dynasty, cross over to Kyu-
shu by human power alone, as they did in ancient fimes?
Let's support them and find out!
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Two years and eight months have passed since | moved to Japan, with my
life in Nobeoka making up almost two of these years. The moment | knew, |
would be moving to Miyazaki, the thought “I have to buy a carl” instantly
popped into my head ultimately resulting in me spending the following
months preparing documents, changing my German FUhrerschein to a Jap-
anese driver’s license, buying a car from my former colleague, cramming all
my earthly belongings into said car and driving it all the way to Miyazaki.
That was, by the way, my first ever long-distance-drive in Japan. Of course,
at the time my family was worried, asking if | *wasn’t scared driving on the
left side of the road” but | think that was the smallest of differences | had to

get used to.
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Gold, blue..... green?!

Germany and Japan have an agree-
ment on the transfer of driver’s license,
so as long as you don't mess up and
get all the documents together, the
process is quick and easy. Also, unlike
many other foreign residents living in
Japan, there is no need for us to take
any driving lessons or pass a driving test.
However, there is one catch: no matter
your driving experience, you will be pre-
senfed with the green beginner license.
Back home we don't have this kind of
classification into green, blue and gold,
so when my Japanese friend with zero
driving experience smugly told me, they
had just received their gold license, |
couldn’'t believe my eyes. At least | was
able to talk the police officer into spar-
ing me from having to put a beginner’s
mark on my car haha.

The thing | miss most about driving in
Germany are the highways, the thing |
miss least is roadwork. German high-
ways have a minimum of two and in
some cases up fo four lanes on each
side. Even if there is a speed limit it is
often still around 120km/h and on the
parts without a speed limit you're al-
lowed to go even faster than that, mak-
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ing it a mecca for sports car owners.
And the best part? There is no toll —it's
free!l However, there is also a lot of
roadwork happening and what takes
Japan a couple of days to fix often
takes German construction workers
months. One thing to watch out for
are speed cameras. Speed cameras
are very common in Germany, and if
they catch you speeding, be pre-
pared to receive a fine with a very un-
favourable photo.
I'm not sure if it is because Germans
have some kind of pride as a car-
manufacturing nation but even in the
21st century, amidst the development
of self-driving cars, we stick to driving
manual. I'm sure you're aware, but
due to manual cars being equipped
with an additional pedal, the clutch,
driving gets a little complicated. Most
people don't struggle with stick shift,
however, every rule has its exception,
so it sometimes occurs that someone
ends up with an "automatic only” li-
cense. And that's a secret some
would like to take to their graves.

To be continued......
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Looking for a way to connect to the local or international community in
Nobeoka? This is the event for you.
Since three of our ALTs are leaving, we will also hold a farewell party.
Please feel free to bring snacks and drinks.
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‘NY = SHEPHRIVEDER. ERREEMERSBHHEET, TEL: 090-2085-5768
Please check our SNS for updates on their journey.
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