NOBEOKA
INTERNATIONAL
NEWSLETTER

2024F2H=

CIRXytz—>

[ ERELDEBHDA IN—23>
ST4N]

Lik—b:

JY=>UZI A

Lk—h:

IN=bF=>F1LR—b
DI FEHESIE

EPERZRANT b
- A21-)

vl

Contents

CIR Message:
From a Capital of Coal
to a City of Innovation

Report:
Green Christmas

Report:

Partnercity News
Supporting Ukrainian
Refugees

Upcoming Events!
Check our SNS for
more information in
English!

N5

& MR R Y EBRFEF ORI
DN TEREOMFIC, 2022FN5RA
YIWRS4> =TIZARIT7—L S (NRW)IM
(CHBMbOYTHERMIEE ZBIALEL
2. B EDRIFEMRESBITSRD B8, €
LT, NNSERA BRETRREEN ZEDD
eo(C, EROREREIN1IA158Hm5198
(CMNFTRMOYTHhzshRILELZ.  fe<&
ADMEERZEHEIL. SEICOBNDRVE
FRHEZRELENTERU ARERLR— M

IROR=INSTELEEN,

R YNRWINR ~Ow TR

MEOYTHRANIVY k« T0¥a5— #HFERRIUBER. TEMHahRUA—R, EBHEERLIREY 3T -
'AY b REOy THEIBREZN - TvFTavy, RERBREREDISE. M0y IHeldRI SO« Ya kb=

AhOyTIAELSTE

2020FEDEFEAYIEYT - INSUSEYIDE

Welcome to Bottrop

After being selected as host town for
German judo athletes during the 2020
Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics, No-
beoka started exchange activities with
Bottrop, located in the German state
of North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW), in
2022. In order to further deepen the
friendship between the two cities and
fo promote exchange activities on
multiple levels, a delegation from No-
beoka visited Bottrop from January
15th to January 19th. The group was
able to visit various facilities and made
connections that will benefit the future
development of this partnership. For a
detailed experience report, keep read-

ing on the following page.
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Hello everyone !

My first big task of this year was our visit to Bottrop, Germany. | was very
tfouched by the warm welcome we received and | am really looking for-

tHY K- 23T ward to continuing our exchange in the future, seeing how Bottrop and
ERTEERRIRE Nobeoka hqve a lotin common. vaqs gloql to see how my.Jo‘ponese col-
leagues praised the German hospitality while seemingly enjoying German

Joélle Seggert culture and food. We did get some snow during our stay, but it was noth-

(CIR) Coordinator for ing against the cold winds waiting for us back in Nobeoka haha.
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repurposed and are listed as
important historical monuments . By
turning them into public facilities,
visitors can enjoy the special flair of
these old-fashioned buildings while
also contributing fo their
conservation and maintenance.
One such facility is a place called
Eloria, where a large escape room
was created in 2021, in addition to a
restaurant and party space. The
main attraction of the place is
without a doubt the large scale
town, taking the visitors back to
Berlin of the 1920s, where they can

solve  mysteries or complete
missions. The shaft tower (a
building connected to the

underground of the mine by a hoist
elevator) next door is open to
visitors, and is also used as a rental
space for events like weddings,
birthday parties or by the local
bouldering club. (Continued on p.4)
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On Saturday, 23™ December, 2023, we were happy
to hold a wonderful -Green Christmas® event together
with the team of Nobeoka Station s Encross.

This year marks the seventh time the Christmas
event has been held, and we are pleased to have
been able to organise it again this year, as it seems
to have become an established event for the people
in Nobeoka. And unlike in the past years, we had a

wide variety of events throughout the month, not just

on December 23™ . We would like to thank the many

visitors and participants for coming and are especially

grateful to everyone involved in the organisation.
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Neues aus Bottrop

IN—RFSF4—LF—b R

2022F D E2023F OMDICEMHB RO O v THICHE UL DI S THROZIBEE UTEEESNEZED X
Lz

ERIFENDRENZ L., BISEEDCEEZEATELL), EMHROFNETH—N—FREEEDCENT
SFHUE) EMFOyTHmRENSEEFX UL, ZORNTT. BEICEDBENSHODBMETRMLU. A TESFE
EEEZRTDICENTEDLDICROFUL., AHFILT. MOy THED DS FTHRERORNBHDOIITS ZILE
ADBERKICHITZ UIENEBNET,
In the fall of 2022, Nobeoka citizens sent playground equipment and donations to support Ukrainian ref-
ugees who had taken refuge in the city of Bottrop. A city official reports, "The refugees, many of whom
are families with children, were especially pleased with the playground equipment, and with the dona-
tions from the citizens of Nobeoka, we were even able to build carports and other equipment.” This al-
lowed them fo sit in the shade and interact with other parents and watch their children play outside.

Once again, we would like to convey o the people of Nobeoka the deep gratitude of the city of Bot-
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In addition to these historic buildings,
the slag heaps , created by piling up
rock waste from the coal mining op-
erations, are used for various purpos-
es: landscaping through afforesta-
tion, an observatory called Tetrae-
der, the world's largest indoor ski
slope, a skydiving center, and more.
Besides the above there are also
other non-coal-related facilities such
as a mall and an amusement park
to attract tourists and the younger
generation.

Starting in 2010, Bottrop initiated the
‘Innovation City project’, a decar-
bonization project revolving around
sustainable urban redevelopment.
With the help and cooperation of
many citizens, they succeeded in
reducing the city’'s carbon dioxide
emissions by 50% in the span of 10
years. The company ICM GmbH, a
major partaker in the planning of this
project, has since been involved in
similar projects throughout Germany
but also neighboring countries. | be-
lieve that this expertise of Bottrop will
be a great reference for the sustain-
able development of Nobeoka City.
In terms of higher education, the
focus is on technological innovo-
tions such as renewable energy, ro-
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bot development, Al etc. The univer-
sity is linked to a facility where citizens
can actually give shape to their ide-
as by using 3D printers and other
tools : the Fab Lab.

When we visited Kirchhellen Second-
ary School, which is affiliated with
schools in Nobeoka, we were enthu-
siastically received with dancing and
other performances. When | handed
them the letters and gifts prepared
by junior high school students from

Nobeoka, they were very excited
and asked questions such as "ls
What kind of town is Nobeoka?2" or
"Japan far away? How long is the
plane ride?" There were many ques-
tions, and | could feel their curiosity .
Personally, | think the most interest-
ing question was "Is it frue that there
are no blondes in Japang”

The exchange with Germany be-
gan as a sport exchange, so it was
only right that the last visit was to the
local Judo Club JCé6Bottrop. The
trainers and children were very en-
thusiastic, and they have even es-
tablished a program to nurture ath-
letes while teaching them the val-
ues of judo, which is also incorpo-
rated into physical education clas-
ses at elementary schools.

Seeing how enthusiastic everyone
was about the exchange with Jo-
pan and Nobeoka City made me
want to support future interaction
with the children of Nobeoka City
even more.

7

—-Ab&—

(2024/02)

([FLLwD

HEL

emission

OFUA
GFETIC

curiosity

&5&

BEE

values/morals

AFNE

B AN H53)

enthusiastic




ERH-ERER=1—AL2— (2024/02)

zﬁ I nternational Chat Night
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Looking for a way to connect to the local or international community in
Nobeoka? This is the event for you!

1830 2030
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NEW German for Beginners
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18 ART FESTI VAL
BIFETFEOHEANOERNKEE TRERTKE T,
Curious about how people from various cultural backgrounds perceive their
lives in Miyazaki prefecture ? Then stop by our exhibition at Nobeoka sta-

tion& encross.
WD -FAEERSR] @ 8iF~218F £C : ERMBRAESHEERT>/0X 2F

_ 2 1 Nobeoka Hanamonogatar:i
Events in ) . . .
Nobeoka A series of events in Nobeoka City revolving around Japan s most
4 7 beloved spring flower, the Sakura (Cherry Blossoms).

/IFor mor e deHtatiplss// nobeokahanamonogsa
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