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Intercultural Talk Session

Did you know about the International
Exchange “Demaekouza” Sessionse This
is a program in which the Nobeoka City
CIR visits you to talk about and intro-
duce topics like cross-cultural exchange
or Germany. Upon request, practical
experiences like cooking classes, crafts,
etc. can also be prepared. Whetheritis
at your school, your workplace, or any
other group or gathering - please don't
hesitate to contact us. Last month, we
were invited to Nobeoka Technical High
School, where we introduced German
food culture, the school system, and
even talked about other interesting top-
ics such as the origin of German sur-
names. We also made German food! If
you are interested in the recipe, please
see page 5.
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The stereotype | often hear as a German person is that we don’t have any
humor. Apparently we don't smile, laugh, giggle or even grin, because we
are dead serious. But joking aside, although we Germans have a serious side
to us, we love comedy, sarcasm and black humor. And even though ex-
plaining jokes in a different culture can be tough, a heartfelt laugh is infec-
tious and in my opinion one of the best sounds in the world |
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Humor, Jokes and Laughter

When | was in middle school, “blonde
jokes”, leaning on the notion that blonde
people (especially women) are less intelli-
gent, were really popular. “What do you
call a blonde that dyed her hair brown?

- Arificial infeligence!”

Humor can be tricky. What is considered
fun in one culture would be considered
offensive or insulting in another. One
prominent example is the black humor of
the Brits but also satire and sarcastic com-
ments will not be taken as a joke depend-
ing on who you talk to.

However, like many other children around
the world, | loved watching Mr. Bean and
honestly | still enjoy watching him as an
adult. The great thing about Mr. Bean
(and slapstick comedy in general) is that
he doesn’t use words and his stories are
always set in real life situations, making it
very relatable for a broad spectrum of
people. For instance, going to the hair
salon, taking a test, eating lunch in the
park, going for a drive, shopping for Christ-
mas presents, etfc.

Unfortunately, not all jokes work like that,
and as we start watching American TV
series or try watching Japanese comedy
on TV, we notice that although everyone
around us seems to be roling on the floor,
shedding tears of laughter, the joke was
apparently lost on us. Especially when
leaming a different language, it can be a
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struggle understanding jokes because we
haven't built up the necessary fluency
and lexicon to keep up with what is hap-
pening. That is because a lot of jokes are
built on wordplays using homophones or
idiomatic expressions unique to that lan-
guage or culture, It's also the reason why
jokes are often lost in franslation.
The most prominent example for this kind
of joke is probably the so-called “dad
joke". The concept of dad jokes seems to
be universal around the world. Could this
prove that men and especially dads
have similar humore We can't know for
sure, but like American dad jokes, the
cringe-worthy Japanese “oyaji gags”
cause the audience to roll their eyes,
groan, or bury their face in their hands.
Sometimes we can even muster up a piti-
ful smile. Or how would you react to thise
TMBAANSRENSARETI ! Jor
[ERNEBZTCND YVFUT],
Oops, didn't catch that? Let me ftry
again. “What does a sprinter eat before
a race? Nothing, they fast”. "How does
dry skin affect you at worke You don't
have any elbow grease to put in it.”
Even though we might frown upon these
jokes, it would be kind of lonely if dads
stopped fteling them, wouldn't you
agree?

No matter the cause, laughing is good for
us. It makes us happy, reduces stress and
is even supposed to strengthen our im-
mune system, which might even make us
live longer. So, if you haven't laughed to-
day, what are you waiting fore
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On February 16th, we had our first International Chat
Night of the year at City Hall. Over 50 people joined
us this time, including ALT teachers, people from
Gokase and Takachiho, and many new faces.

In addition, this chat night marked the last internation-
al event in Nobeoka for Emily and Aljo. Thank you
both for always attending with your family. We will
miss you. Chat Night is an event for everyone, so
please don’t hesitate to join us because “you don’t
speak English” or “you have small children”! Partici-
pants can speak comfortably, even if it's only in Japa-
nese, and you can bring your children no matter how
small they are. ©

For a change of pace, our next gathering will not be
an International Chat Night but an International Picnic.
You can find more details on our SNS or the back of

this newsletter. See you there~
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Report @ International Events in February
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We've lived in Nobeoka for 4 and a half years now, and we're happy to call it
home. | moved a lot as a kid, so I've actudally lived in Nobeoka longer than
anywhere else. It was the first time my husband, Aljo, and | had our own
place. We started out in a small one-room apartment, and eventually moved
to alarger place so we could get a pet. We love getting out everyday and
seeing how things change throughout the year. | love that in Japan, the pass-
ing of the years doesn't go unnoticed, and we can find joy in every season.
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Memories of Nobeoka

In January, camellias are in full
bloom, and we get the best view of
the first sunrise right from our veran-
da. In February we visit Konadouga
pond to watch the tadpoles, and
choose Valentine's chocolates at
Aeon. March is a great time to see
beautiful cherry blossoms all around
town, and to go strawberry picking.

May brings us back to the pond,
where amazing yellow irises bloom to
the tune of frogs croaking. June has
my favorite flowers, hydrangeas,
which brings us up the mountains in
Kadogawa, trying to spot snails
amongst millions of flowers dancing
in the rain. July means a visit to No-
beoka's botanical gardens to see
the sunflowers, as well as spending a
day at Nobeoka's summer festival.
August gives us time to go camping
all around Miyazaki, cooling off in
rivers on the hottest days of summer.
As the rice fields get taller in Septem-
ber, I'm always happy to bring my
fomily to my school to watch the
sports festival, and again in October
to go shopping at Sakura market.
Around this time we're also using our
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noses to hunt down kinmokusei by
scent, the best smell in the world! In
November, we've enjoyed watch-
ing Kagura at Shiroyama park and
eating ayu along the Ose River.
And December is always an event-
ful time, helping with Sumie English
Camp and the German Christmas
Market, and picking up a Christmas
cake from Santa Claus.

You may have noticed that |
skipped April, but | didn't forget! |
think people in Japan know well
that April is a time for new begin-
nings. Even our daughter, Naza-
rena, was born here last April. This
spring brings more change, as we'll
be moving to Miyakonojo to start
our next chapter in life. But we'll al-
ways treasure our memories of No-
beokal
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28H (K) Curious about how people from various cultural backgrounds perceive their
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Spring time is picnic time, so why not make it an international one!

We will prepare snacks and an Easter Egg Hunt, so make sure to stop by~!
Please remember to bring your own drinks (and food). International dishes
to share with everyone are greatly appreciated!
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2A18 EMTEMEE Nobeoka Hanamonogatari

Events in ~

A series of events in Nobeoka City revolving around Japan’s most
Nobeoka

4H7H beloved spring flower, the Sakura (Cherry Blossoms).
#¥#ll/For more details = https://nobeokahanamonogatari.net/
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