NOBEOKA
INTERNATIONAL
NEWSLETTER

2022F7HS

=P

Rqw ARbOvITHED

X3z

XL

CIRXwt—> :
[ HERZAE
Bl

Li—h 1 20224
6H DEFRIAEED

ALTXyE— 1 [HB7
HtoA=

FEPRZRAND
« AT>a1-)

 Zyhy

V)A TR RNADSE

Contents

Exchange with Bottrop
City (Germany)

CIR Message: Living in a
Multicultural Society

Report: International
Activities (June)

ALT Message: The 4th
of July

Upcoming Events!
* Please Look on Facebook
for English Information!

Support for Refugees
from Ukraine

R

E BB ==

Newsletter

[ 4 d-:hu "Jjﬂita);sﬁfa Exchange with Bottrop City (Germany)

JERE M. RAYORIOYTHE/ =k
T-3FIRBEOZREEDHTVET,
ZD—IRELT. 6H20B(A)(C.
MINEHFER 3 FEOEHERSBE.
AROYTHFIEAL D ERBEED
BEAEASFAOTRRUELR. E1E
EEEEEPXAYE-SZ2 @B L THEHRV
DFRZBPNALEWN IZ12F5—-33>
ZEDECEIRZEOT, FIHTDIR
ZZEUHEUIC ROZRNELHTT!

Nobeoka City has recently started
an exchange partnership with
Bottrop City in Germany. As part of
this partnership, Asahi Junior High
School’s 3rd graders had an online
international exchange with the 8th
graders at Kirchhellen School in
Bottrop City on Monday, June 20th.
The students introduced their
schools with short videos and
messages, and they were all
interested in communicating with
each other. The students in both
countries enjoyed their first online
international exchange. We can't
wait for the next one!
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Hi, there, everyone! It's been very hot recently. By the way, Did you
visit the “From the Outside Looking in” Art Exhibition in March at
Encross, the building in front of Nobeoka Station? Visitors could enjoy
53 different artworks by 33 international residents from 19 different
countries and areas living in Miyazaki Prefecture. There are currently,
approximately 430 international residents living in Nobeoka City.
Today, | would like to talk about tips for living in a multicultural society.
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“This is the way it should be,” or “that’s
the way it is.” Many Japanese people
have a tendency to think this way
including myself. When | talk with
people from other countries, I'm often
surprised by their flexible thoughts and
free views, and | realize that | have
unknowingly made some assumptions.

There is one common Japanese
assumption | would like to share.
“Foreign people do not speak Japanese
at all.” For example, when talking on
the phone or at a service counter, many
people may get nervous when they
realize the person is a non-native
Japanese speaker. When people from
abroad visit offices or doctors, they may
have some Japanese colleagues to
make calls or join to support them.

Although it depends on the person,
some non-native Japanese speakers
are used to using Japanese because
they have lived in Japan and studied
Japanese for a long time. Because of
different levels in language skill, some
of them may speak Japanese. First, ask
for their name, contact details and
whatever you need in order to provide
your service regardless of whether they
speak Japanese. If you ask their name
and can’'t understand because it's
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unfamiliar to you, ask how to spell it in
hiragana, katakana or Latin letters. You
will probably get it right.

Try to imagine the kind of response that
would make you feel comfortable if you
were in their place. | believe that
responses like “if there is a Japanese
person, please let them take over” or
“are you with someone who can
translate for you?” at the very beginning
would make you uncomfortable, don’t
you think? A person you converse with
may not always be Japanese. If you are
aware of this multicultural society, you
will be able to respond as usual,
without feeling nervous.

Regardless of differences such as
appearance, race, or nationality, we are
all residents of the same city and
should treat each other as equals. It will
be our first step towards becoming
more international. Please try to open
your mind a little more and be more
international!
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Workshop at Yurikago WEC Gakuin
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On Friday, June 3rd, the Nobeoka City CIR visited the
“Yurikago WEC Gakuin,” a children’s daycare, to talk
about German culture, food, and characters that are
popular with German children. Afterwards, the five- and
six-year old children asked many interesting questions
like “What kind of incidents happen in Germany?” and
“Are there insects in Germany?”
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Workshop at Asahi Junior High School
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On Friday, June 10th, the Nobeoka City CIR visited Asahi
Junior High School to talk with the first graders about
“International Exchange in Nobeoka.” This workshop was
held as part of a series of eight workshops about the topic
“Knowing Nobeoka.”
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On June 9th, an “International Chat Night” was held at the
Nobeoka City Hall. Over 70 people from in and around
Nobeoka participated in the exchange event. Participants
had fun talking in English, Japanese, German, and other
languages, and they also played games and made crafts.

This was the last event organized by Nobeoka City CIR
Carina Bublies before her work ends at the end of July.
Thank you all for joining the event! It was nice that
everyone was able to gather once again!
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Hello everyone! I've been living in Nobeoka for 10 months now and
feeling more adjusted to life here. | feel grateful to live in such a beautiful
prefecture like Miyazaki. With summer in full swing, there are many fun
things to look forward to in Japan, like festivals, shaved ice, and going to
the beach. Back in my home country, the United States, there is also a
big summer holiday known as the “4th of July,” or Independence Day.
Today, I'll share a bit about the festivities with all of you.

aﬂﬁﬁaﬁ E The 4th of July
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The “4th of July,” or Independence
Day, is a national holiday in America
where the Declaration of
Independence is celebrated, as it was
formally published on July 4th, 1776.
The Declaration of Independence
stated that the 13 colonies (the
original colonies established by
Britain), regarded themselves as
independent states no longer under
British rule. It is a very significant
document and turning point in
American history,

Because Independence Day is such a
big holiday in the US, there are many
different traditions. When | think of the
4th of July, what immediately comes
to mind are fireworks, barbeques, and
the true feeling of summer. In almost
every American neighborhood and
city, you'll see skies painted with
beautiful bursts of red, white, and
blue fireworks. Families, friends, and
neighbors gather around to admire
the night sky. As a child, | remember
I'd look forward to watching fireworks
in San Francisco with my family. First,
we would go to Chinatown to buy
fresh steamed buns (nikuman) and
boba milk tea from my favorite tea
shop, “Boba Guys.” | hope you have a
chance to visit their shop in San
Francisco and try their Strawberry
Matcha boba. It's the best! Then, we
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would find a place to park by the pier
overlooking the Bay Bridge and enjoy
the evening fireworks against the city
landscape. Like many other families,
my family would have a small party in
our backyard during the daytime,
where we would invite our relatives
and friends. My parents would grill
hamburgers and hot dogs, and of
course, the best chips to pair with it,
“Cool Ranch Doritos” and “Lays Salt
and Vinegar” chips. My mom and |
would also make a shopping trip to
our closest outlet mall, where there
would be discounts on most things,
like clothing, shoes, kitchenware, and
electronics.

While | have many fond memories of
the 4th of July as a child, as an adult,
I’'ve come to recognize that there are
still many issues in America and the
fight for freedom, safety, and
independence is still an ongoing work
in progress. | hope to contribute by
raising awareness to these issues,
voting, and continuing to learn.
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To best utilize the exchange with Germany that was deepened
by the Host Town Initiative in the future for Nobeoka’s regional
development, Nobeoka City started an exchange with Bottrop
City in Germany. As part of this exchange, Bottrop City, who has
already accepted more than 500 refugees from Ukraine, asked
for our support in collecting outdoor play equipment for refugee
children as donations. In response, we have established the
“‘Nobeoka City Executive Committee for Ukraine Support in
Bottrop, Germany” and asked citizens to donate toys until June
24th. All donations will be sent to Bottrop City.
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