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In the 2019 financial year, a team consisting
of the Nobeoka Gakuen High School,
Miyazaki ~ Agricultural ~ Junior  College,
Miyazaki Prefecture, and Nobeoka City
participated together in the nationwide
Olympic-related “GAP Ingredients Hospitality
Contest” and won the top prize, the “Minister
for the Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic
Games Prize” as one of 40 teams. To
celebrate the win and remember the Host
Town exchange projects with partner country
Gemany, a GAP-Contest recipe booklet was
made.

The booklet includes 5 recipes, including a
beet salad, which were developed for
Geman Olympic athletes by students of
Nobeoka Gakuen High School.
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Hi, there! How have you been? Every day, we hear news from around the
world, such as COVID-19 updates and social conditions, which can make
us anxious, and happy news that can encourage us. Recently, there are
many news reports that make us worry. Today, | thought about what we
can do to make a difference towards these issues. Please read this while
thinking of “Imagine” by John Lennon and try to feel peaceful. On Earth,
there are so many people from different countries, regions, religions,
cultures, languages, and values, all living their lives in different ways. Of
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(CIR) Coordinator for
International Relations
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course, this means they also have their own individual experiences.
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I, myself, have encountered many
wonderful experiences, as well as
unexpected painful experiences. For
better or for worse, I've experienced
many different things as they were.
've met and parted with a lot of
people in different industries. | think
everybody has really hard, challenging
and sad experiences in their lives.
While every experience makes us
stronger and smarter, | do not wish
experiences on people that are too
painful.

| believe that it is a gift given to human
beings to be able to “put yourself in
someone else’s shoes.” Regardless of
age, gender, or nationality, we can all
make a difference by putting ourselves in
the position of people who need help.
It may improve many social problems
and stop wars in the world. Our world
is still full of tears and sadness,
because of actions like cyberbullying,
bullying, sexual and social harassment,
discrimination against minority groups
such as LGBTQ or people with
disabilities, and discrimination against
and persecution of certain ethnic
groups in the world.
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| expect people in high positions of
power and those who make important
decisions to use a richer imagination.
Likewise, if more people concerned
themselves with worldwide issues,
even those that don’t affect them,
these problems may gradually get
better over time.

Try to imagine if it were you, or your
family, a friend, or colleague, suffering
from one of these problems. Our
society is not wild, and does not follow
survival of the fittest. It is not about
physical or social power, it's about
respect and acceptance. In the song,
“Imagine”, John Lennon says “Imagine
all the people living life in peace.”
Everyone wants to live in peace just
like | do. | hope that we can pass on to
the next generation a world that is
more cultural, logical and full of love
and compassion.
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Report: International Activities (April)
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Latin Music Group
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On Saturday, April 16th at the Kawanaka Community
Center, the Latin Music Group had one of their
meetings. They meet around 4 times a year to discuss
and appreciate Latin American music, and they invite
guest speakers to make presentations on different
topics related to Latin American music. This time,
Kyrstol Velasquez (Nobeoka Technical High School
ALT) was the guest speaker, and spoke about the “Latin
Explosion” that occurred in Western pop music in 1999
that marked the start of Latin American rhythm and
artists becoming popular in mainstream music. Their
next meeting will be in June.
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JET Participants Gathering
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Currently, 10 ALTs and one CIR from the nationwide JET
Program work at City Hall or high schools in Nobeoka
City. In April, one of the ALTs invited everyone to meet at
a strawberry farm. The group enjoyed the informal
meeting and was able to update each other about their
work and live in Nobeoka City while eating strawberries.
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Anna Mason
Nobeoka City ALT

Hello again! It's been a while. Previously, | wrote about one of my
grandmother's Thanksgiving traditions- The Can. But my
grandmother's holiday activity savvy is not Ilimited only to
Thanksgiving. Spring is soon approaching, and it's got me thinking
about spring holidays in the United States. This month | wanted to talk
about my family's yearly Easter egg hunts.
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4_Za_1‘y7“0)§ﬁ Easter Egg Extravaganza
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Easter, a Christian holiday that occurs
every  spring, celebrates  the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead. Egg hunts have become a
regular part of this celebration over
the years, and even though my family
is not particularly religious, we take
our egg hunts very seriously. Usually,
my grandma is in charge, and she
prepares lots of resealable plastic
eggs in advance. Inside the eggs,
she'll place some small candies or
change (anywhere from 50 cents to 2
dollars) for us to find. Next, once the
entire family has congregated on
Easter day, she'll make everyone wait
inside a room, and she'll hide eggs
around the house and in the yard.
After that, we're set free to collect as
many as we can in our Easter
baskets.

| think this is pretty standard for many
American families. But to make things
more interesting, my grandma would
find some very tricky hiding spots and
hide a few special eggs. Usually,
these special eggs would have $50-
$100 inside and would be hidden
very, very well. Sometimes, it would
take us much longer to find them after
all the other eggs were found, and my
family would spend an extra 30
minutes searching while my grandma
gave us hints. One year, my grandma
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carved out the backside of a pear, put
the egg inside, and put the pear back
in a pile of fruit. Another time, she put
an egg inside an ice cream carton,
and put it in the freezer. Other times,
she would hide the eggs behind
books on a shelf or behind furniture.
Once all the eggs were accounted for,
we would sit together to open the
eggs and eat lunch.

Occasionally, my grandma would
forget about some of the eggs. Once,
in the middle of the summer, she was
working in the garden, and some
eggs fell out of the honeysuckle bush
on her fence. There was still some
candy inside! She called us to tell us.
Another time, she found some eggs
hidden under a bed when cleaning a
few years later.

These fun childhood memories have
given Easter a special place in my
heart. How does everyone else
celebrate the arrival of spring? I'm
curious to know!
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