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Christmas Market

Would you like to experience a little bit of
German Christmas in Nobeoka? Then come
to the “Gemman Christmas Market in
Nobeoka 2021,” which will be held at Sun
Road Sakae-machi (close to Nobeoka
Station) on December 19th! Various shops
will sell German mulled wine, bread with
sausages, stollenn and other food and drinks,
as well as Christmas goods. There will be a
live music program, reading of English
picture books, workshops and more.
Furthermore, more German-style golden
Christmas lights are cumrently displaying at
Sun Road Sakae-machi every night until the
end of January.

We are also holding a Christmas Photo
Contest. Please check page 4 for details.



. A
77UR AUF
HERA T E BRI E

Carina Bublies

(CIR) Coordinator for
International Relations

Keywords
+—7—K
(BAE- RAVEE

X=JYIAN A
Frohe
Weihnachten

Pray

die Kerze

LpSh'A
23)|E&
=&

der Brauch

=D

die Gurke

DIARABICRDE BAYDIIARADBEECOVTERZL TS ANENK
I, BIZE A=Y DY A RTRAYDIUANADBENBICOVNTERATE.
INOZECVWSBO R Y NEFRIZRE(CERZLET . UNU. TOFITE—
EEEWZEDRVWEREHDTT .

In der Vorweihnachtszeit tauchen jedes Jahr Personen auf, die etwas
Uber Weihnachten in Deutschland wissen méchten. Ganz oft werden
ich und andere deutsche CIRs in Japan nach ganz speziellen

Brauchen gefragt, Uber die der Gesprachspartner zum Beispiel im
Internet gelesen hat. Manchmal kenne ich diese Brauche aber gar

nicht.
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Zu den bekannten deutschen
Weihnachtsbrauchen zahlen zum
Beispiel das Backen von Platzchen,
der Adventskranz mit vier Kerzen die
in den vier Wochen vor Weihnachten
eine nach der anderen entziindet
werden, Weihnachtsmarkte und
vieles mehr. Uber diese Brauche
kann ich einiges erzahlen und habe in
den letzen Jahren dartber auch
schon Artikel fir diesen Newsletter
geschrieben. Was aber hat es mit den
Brauchen auf sich, die selbst ich als
Deutsche bisher nicht kenne?

Zum Beispiel wurde ich gefragt, ob
man in Deutschland Baumschmuck in
Form einer sauren Gurke an den
Weihnachtsbaum hangt. In Teilen der
USA ist dies wohl blich und dort sagt
man, dass die Tradition aus
Deutschland stammt. Ich selbst
kenne diesen Brauch nicht - und laut
Umfragen geht es 91% der
Deutschen so. Als ich allerdings die
anderen deutschen CIRs fragte, hat
sich ein Person gemeldet, an deren
Weihnachtsbaum jedes Jahr eine
~Weihnachtsgurke® am Baum hing.
Wer den besonderen Baumschmuck
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als erstes findet darf auch als Erstes
seine Geschenke auspacken! Aber
ob dieser Brauch wirklich aus
Deutschland stammt?

Und werden in Deutschland eigentlich
vor Weihnachten Kerzen in Apfel
gesteckt? Auch diesen Brauch kenne
ich nicht, aber es scheint sich dabei
um eine Art Adventskranz zu handeln,
der friher im Sliden Deutschlands und in
Osterreich benutzt wurde.

Angeblich essen die Deutschen im
Dezember auch jeden Tag eine
dinne Scheibe Stollen. Ich kenne
Leute die Stollen sehr lieben, und
jeden Tag essen, aber ich glaube
nicht, dass es sich dabei nur um
dinne Stlicke handelt. Und als
Brauch scheint das auch niemand zu
kennen. Typisch deutsch ist also nicht
alles!
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On Saturday, November 27th, the annual Nobeoka
World Village event “English Day Camp 2021” was
held. 19 students from 4th grade elementary
school to 3rd grade junior high school participated,
as well as many ALTs. Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, this year’s event was only one day long
as was the previous year, but the participants
enjoyed activities such as sweet fish grilling,
Swedish torch lighting, and watching the opening
ceremony of a Christmas lights display. The
participants had a great time at this international
event.
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“German Christmas Market in Nobeoka 2021” Photo Contest
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As part of the “German Christmas Market in Nobeoka 2021” a photo contest will be held! To
participate, you can either take a picture at the market on December 19th, or a picture of the
German-style Christmas lights that you can see in December and January at Sun Road Sakae-
machi. (In front of Cocoletta Nobeoka near the Nobeoka Station.)

To participate, please follow our Instagram account @nobeoka_international and upload up to three

photos by January 10th with the hashtags #nobeokainternational and #3%E[ER4/YIUIYZ on your
public Instagram account!
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While Thanksgiving, nestled between Halloween and Christmas, is
sometimes overlooked in the flurry of American holidays at the end of
each year. While it's a great opportunity to see family, eat good food,
and enjoy a break from school, | often found it to be a bit boring and
uneventful during my teenage years, especially in comparison to the
more exciting holidays surrounding it. However, my family has one
enduring Thanksgiving tradition that has given it a special place in my

heart: the Can.
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My grandmother has a flair for
making holidays exciting, and
Thanksgiving is no different.
Throughout the year, she collects
her spare change and small bills in
a cylindrical container with a lid
and artwork on the outside.
Although it's not a real can, we all
refer to it as such. Over the course
of the year, money collects inside
and sometimes the amount grows
quite large! Then, on Thanksgiving
Day, after eating, my family will
play a game of chance to
determine who will win all the
money inside.

We've tried several different
games over the years. Sometimes,
we’ll each open a phone book to a
random page and point to a
random number. The numbers of
each phone number are then
added together. Whoever’s
number is the highest wins!
Another year, my grandma wrote
random numbers on paper and
inserted them into balloons. She
then blew up the balloons and let
them free in a room. Everyone
then chose one and popped it.
Whoever had the special number
inside won! (Actually, when | was
a small child, | won the Can that
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year because my grandma
whispered the color of the winning
balloon to me before we played.
But don’t tell the others about
that.) Other times, we’ll draw
different lengths of plastic straws
to determine the winner.

My family has been doing this
since before | was born, and |
sometimes hear stories about past
Can defeats. For example, after
the same person won four times in
a row, debate ensued as to
whether or not limits should be
placed on how often one can win.
But in the end, there was no rule
change. In addition, since I've
moved to Japan, we haven’t been
able to play together, so my
grandma has decided to split the
amount equally. While this is a
nice gesture, | don’t want to
interrupt the tradition, so | hope
the others will compete again this
year!
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