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Newsletter

New ALTs arrived
in Nobeoka!

At the end of September, Ronan Hall,
one of the Nobeoka City ALTs finished
her term and went back to the US. To
replace her, two new ALTs arrived in
Nobeoka in September and October.

One of them is Aiko Kumano (right)
from California. She wrote an article
about photography for this months
newsletter. (See page 6.) The second
new ALT is Nicholas Jurney (left) from
Wisconsin State.

Both want to learn Japanese while
teaching English at Elementary and
Junior High Schools in Nobeoka. If you
see them, please say Hello in English
or simple Japanese!
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Sometimes, people mistake me for a non-Japanese person, even
though | am ethnically Japanese. At the international airport, I've been
spoken to in foreign languages. It's happened a few times and it
surprised me.

Our appearance doesn’t reveal everything, especially our thoughts or
feelings. Countless stereotypes exist. Some Japanese people believe
the stereotypes that people who don’t look ethnically Japanese can't
speak Japanese fluently or use chopsticks in daily life.
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(CIR) Coordinator for
International Relations
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There is a stereotype that Japanese
people are short and like fish and
rice. I'm Japanese but I'm almost 5’6",
(166cm) and | prefer not to eat food
with lots of calcium, such as fish or
milk. | also prefer bread and pasta
over white rice.

There are so many countries and
people, as well as various languages
and different cultures. You can’t just
assume where someone is from, what
circumstances they had growing up,
what languages they speak, or what
values they have in their own lives.
The better way to get to know
someone is to speak to the person
directly rather than imagining what
the person is like based on physical
features, such as skin, hair color, and
body size. There is a quote from “A
Bird and a Bell and I” by Misuzu
Kaneko (one of my favorite poets)
that | would like to share. “Everyone
is different in wonderful ways.”
Understanding each other with this
mindset makes our world a better
place to live.
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Each person has a different
background, history, and preferences.
Some people practice a religion or
have a certain faith which may have
rules toward food and behavior. If you
were in their shoes, you would know
what makes you comfortable.

Being judgmental doesn’t help people
understand each other, but
communication does.

Things you like or don’t like, how you
spend your time and what makes you
comfortable, what kind of topics you
are interested in...what would you do
to get to know someone?

It's very simple. One of the best ways
is to talk. Let's interact and
communicate with each other!

EMT-EEXK=21—AL%— (2021/11)

LATZWTEELBES

SRR

physical features

VDESTERIFATZAZT S
— AR HIKZITD

judgmental

D593
Rindd

interact




[ & R rt:
l/l-k—l* . 202 1 E 1 Oﬁ wlﬂﬁﬁfﬁ‘.;ﬁﬁl In?gronational Activities (October)

léﬁ ElLeAbyoy
823 International Chat Night

104268 (X)) [IsLPADYOY |z THRELEL
2o BLPADYOY([CAHRIMNSISAD ADSINL. TIEP
' —LZUTeD, SREBEPBARGERETALD, EUGEIRLEL
7:_-0

Bl 108 (SHUEERCEMELTERALT (SHEEEEE
BF) ORFEBTFIA 2V -Sv-Z-SA0BUSHFRA
TRMESNFUIZ RS- =P APZ1-S-35ORA /DT
STTIANRBEESIMUELL,

8A. 9 A(FFRELIIOF VAN ARRZIHLKRDA. (FEAEDANY
NeRRIELTOD T, AUSDICTECEAD ANEFD, RIS
CENTETRE(ONUNDIET T CEMWVEREWEE AL
DHESTENELIE !

On Tuesday, October 26th, an “International Chat Night”
was held at the Nobeoka City Hall. Many people from in
and around Nobeoka participated in this exchange
event. Participants had fun talking in English, Japanese,
and other languages, and they also played games and
made crafts.

It was also a welcoming event for our new ALTs, Aiko
Kumano and Nick Jurney, who have just moved to
Nobeoka City. Other participants included people from
Romania, New Zealand, Bangladesh and other
countries!

It was great to see everyone at this chat night,
especially after all events in August and September
were canceled because of COVID-19. Thank you all for
joining the event!
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Aiko Marie Kumano

Nobeoka City ALT
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Hello there! My name is Aiko Marie Kumano. | started working as
an Assistant Language Teacher (ALT) in Nobeoka City this
October. | am grateful for this opportunity because it's been my

dream to live and work in Japan.

| am Japanese-Filipino

American. | am 24 years old and from California.
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A picture is worth
a 1000 words

While | am half-Japanese, | was
raised on my Filipino side. Thus, |
am excited to study Japanese and
learn more about Japanese
culture, history, and beautiful
landmarks, especially here in
Miyazaki Prefecture. It is nice to
meet you!

Two of my favorite hobbies are
film photography and traveling. |
am thankful to have had the
chance to do both at the same
time. My camera is like a friend
that goes with me wherever | go.

| enjoy film photography because
each photo on a fim roll is
precious. For example, usually in
one roll of film, you have 24 or 36
shots. Because of the limited
number of photos you can take, |
find that | think really deeply about
the story or feeling | want to have
in each photo. Also, waiting for the
photos to be developed at a lab is
like waiting for a surprise, since
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there is no way to view the photos
beforehand. Thankfully, I've had
the chance to take photos in
different places like Vietnam,
South Korea, New York, and
around Northern Japan.

When people abroad think of
Japan, many people think of
places like Tokyo and Kyoto.
While those places are great, |
hope to also share the beauty that
Kyushu has to offer. Particularly, |
hope to take many photos of
Miyazaki through 35 mm film and
share many photos with friends
and family in America and with the
community here. When travel
becomes safer, | wish for many
people to come to the “sunny side
of Japan!”
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