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International “Cherry-Blossom
Viewing” Picnic

Last November, the Nobeoka Intemational
Exchange Promotion Office held the first
“Inteational Salon” (“Oshaberi Salon”) .in
which about 70 Japanese and foreign
residents participated, communicating in
Japanese and other languages.
Furthermore, the second Interational Salon
will be held on April 2nd, between 18:30 and
21:00. This time, the topic is Aanami- “cherry
blossom viewing.” We will gather for a picnic
at Nobeoka Shiroyama Park (Ni-no-maru-
place) to enjoy the flowers and illuminations
at night. The Intemational Salon is an event
where foreigners and Japanese people can
meet each other, so please come and join
us! (Everyone can participate. No registration
or fee required. Feel free to bring lunch or
snacks to the event. For details, please check
our Facebook page.)
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Vor einiger Zeit wurde in einem Deutschkurs von mir Uber die
deutschen Bundeslander gesprochen. Ich hatte daflir zu jedem
Bundesland eine kleine Geschichte vorbereitet. Besonders lustig

fanden die Teilnehmer
Verschwoérung®.

die Geschichte Uber die
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Bielefeld ist eine Stadt im Bundesland
Nordrhein-Westfalen in Deutschland.
Seit Jahren wird jedoch von vielen
Leuten behauptet, dass es die Stadt
gar nicht gibt. Aber was hat es damit
auf sich?

Im Jahr 1993 fand in Kiel eine
Studentenfeier statt, an der auch ein
Gast aus Bielefeld teilnahm. Jedoch
kannte keiner der anderen Gaste die
Stadt Bielefeld und jemand sagte
sogar als Spal den Satz: “Bielefeld?
Das gibt’s doch gar nicht.*

Von dieser Aussage hoérte auch der
Informatikstudent Achim Held. Einige
Zeit spater fuhr er auf der Autobahn
und sah, dass die Ausfahrt nach

Bielefeld egen einer Baustelle
gesperrt war. Daher war der
Stadtname “Bielefeld” auf einem

Straldenschild durchgestrichen. Im
Internet verfasste Held 1994 einen
Eintrag in dem er beschrieb, dass die
Stadt Bielefeld gar nicht existieren
wirde und alle Hinweise auf ihre
Existenz nur ein Teil einer grofRen
Verschwérung sind, um etwas
anderes zu verbergen.
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Die Geschichte verbreitete sich
schnell und heute kennt vermutlich
fast jeder Deutsche die Bielefeld-
Verschworung. Sieht man ein Auto
mit dem Nummernschild der Stadt
Bielefeld, so fahrt es vermutlich nur
herum, um die Tarnung der Stadt
aufrecht zu erhalten. Und Personen
aus Bielefeld sind an der
Verschwodrung direkt beteiligt oder
spielen nur eine Rolle ...

Die Verschworung ist auch immer
wieder ein Thema in Filmen oder
Serien. Sogar  Bundeskanszlerin
Merkel sagte einmal in einem
Gesprach Uber Bielefeld den Satz
“sofern es denn existiert.”

Die Stadt Bielefeld versprach im
August 2019 eine Million Euro zu
zahlen, falls jemand beweisen kann,
dass es die Stadt tatsachlich nicht
gibt. Geschafft hat dies jedoch
niemand.
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Host Town Event: Knowing Germany!
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On Sunday, February 2nd, the Nobeoka City Board of
Education held the Host Town event, “Knowing
Germany! Live Concert and Panel” at the Culture Plaza
Nobeoka. Rapper Blumio, who was born and raised in
Germany, visited Nobeoka to participate in the event
with a performance about differences between Japan
and Germany. After his concert, Blumio - as well as Dr.
Kouji Akasu, who worked in Germany as a surgeon for
over 2 years, Mrs. Noriko Horiguchi from the Goethe
Institute Tokyo, and Mr. Kouiji Araki, who worked as a
teacher at a Japanese international school in Germany,
participated in a panel discussion on the topic “Knowing
Germany: Starting from Differences Between Japan and
Germany.” The panelists talked about various
differences between Japan and Germany, including the
school systems, work ethics, food and drinks, lifestyle,
recycling, and more.
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“From the Outside Looking in” Exhibition
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Every year, the Miyazaki International Foundation gathers
artwork by foreign residents of Miyazaki prefecture to
display them in the “From the Outside Looking in”
exhibition as part of the annual “Art Festival” at the end of
the year. In February, this exhibition was held at Nobeoka
City Hall for the third time in a row. This year, a special
corner also showed pictures by 10 former and current
ALTs from Nobeoka City. Many people heard or read
about the exhibition on TV or in the newspaper and
visited.
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The International Exchange Promotion Office produced an
English version of the Nobeoka City Trash Disposal
Guidebook. A printed version is available at Nobeoka City
Hall and the Clean Center, as well as the following city
offices: Toumi, Igata, Shimanoura, Kitaura, and Kitagawa.
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You can also download the file here:
http://www.city.nobeoka.miyazaki.jp/display.php?cont=180530171045
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Anna Mason
Nobeoka City

Hello everyone! My name is Anna Kate Mason, and I'm from Houston,
Texas, USA. | studied fashion in school, but | love working with students
and being an ALT. Since moving to Nobeoka seven months ago, | have
developed a newfound appreciation for nature and exploring. Furthermore,
adjusting to Japanese life has brought me immense joy, and I'm always
looking to try something new. Please say hi if you see me around!
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Valentine’s Day Celebrations
in America

Springtime has arrived! In the United
States, it's commonplace to see red and
pink motifs in stores and houses this time
of year. Although there is no White Day in
America, Valentine’s Day decorations
often remain up through early spring.
Starting in February, Valentine’s Day
cards, gifts, and decorations go on sale in
virtually every grocery store and shopping
mall. In Japan, Valentine’s Day
celebrations revolve around women
giving chocolate-often handmade- to the
men in their lives, but in the United
States, there is a larger phenomenon of
friendship and family that is a major part
of the holiday celebrations. Both women
and men exchange gifts, and there is
often pressure for those in a relationship
to choose a unique and thoughtful gift for
their partner. Common gifts include
jewelry, stuffed animals, or flowers.

Moreover, Valentine’'s Day is typically
celebrated in school. At the elementary
level, many schools throw parties inside
each classroom. Many schools will have
students construct mailboxes to hold
Valentine’s Day cards in. Each student
will bring cards or candy to exchange with
the class, and at the end of the day, each
student will leave with a bundle of cards!
At the high school level, some schools
will sell inexpensive carnation flowers for
$1 each; many students will buy these
flowers to share with their friends. At my
high school you could also request a
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“Singing Valentine.” This meant a
member of the choir would come to a
classroom and sing a song for someone N
of your choosing. These traditions WIUAETL
continue  through university  and

(¢]
adulthood, as many offices host parties or EB{EW\Z I\

events. mailbox

Finally, on the internet, Valentine’s Day is
popular with fashion and baking bloggers.

Many people use the day as an excuse to HoLESEA
dress up in red and wear hearts or bake

special goods. Many apparel retailers /—\[|E ~F
cash in on the trend as well, creating = E

Valentine’s Day sections to market heart choir, chorus
and love themed apparel.

Personally, Valentine’s Day is one of my
favorite holidays, because | really love LA
the cute aesthetic of hearts and pink! | T
enjoyed dressing up here in Japan, even

though the festivities are a little different. ) }\ I/) l/ (%AR)
I'm curious to see how others celebrate apparel
Valentines Day around the world! Do you
know of any unique celebrations or love
holidays in other cultures? I'd love to hear
about it!
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