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Am 24, Deutschland die
Bundestagswahl stattgefunden. Deshalb war das

September hat in

Hauptthema der deutschen Medien im letzen Monat
der Wahlkampf, die Kandidaten und das politische
Programm der Parteien. Im Gegensatz zum
amerikanischen Wahlkampf im letzen Jahr hat man in
Japan aber relativ wenig Uber die Situation in
Deutschland zu horen bekommen, obwohl auch
Deutschland eine wichtige Rolle im politischen
Weltgeschehen einnimmt. Ein Grund hierflr kann
sein, dass der Wahlkampf in Deutschland ruhiger als in
Amerika abgelaufen ist und die einzelnen Kandidaten
weniger im Mittelpunkt gestanden haben. Dies hat mit

dem deutschen Wahlsystem zu tun.

Ein Wahler (Deutsche, die 18 Jahre oder &lter sind)
haben je zwei Stimmen, die sie bei der Wahl zum
deutschen  Bundestag vergeben dirfen. Die
Erststimme geht direkt an einen der Kandidaten aus
dem eigenen Wabhlkreis. Die Zweitstimme kann der
Wahler einer Partei geben. Auf den ersten Blick
erinnert dies an das Wahlsystem in Japan, allerdings

werden die Sitze in Deutschland anders verteilt.

Martin
Schulz

Wihlen Sie am 24. September
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wir machen das.
Zusammen,

Ulrike
Bahr

mit beiden Stimmen SPD!
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Der Bundestag hat mindestens 598 Sitze, welche anhand
der Zweitstimmen nach Prozenten an die Parteien
vergeben werden. Um jedoch einen Sitz zu bekommen,
Partei mindestens 5% oder drei

muss eine

Direktmandate erreichen. (Dies wird Flnf-Prozent-
Klausel genannt.) Die Kandidaten die in einem der 299
Wahlkreise durch die Erststimme gewonnen haben,
bekommen auf jeden Fall einen Sitz im Bundestag. In
diesem Jahr haben zum Beispiel 5 Kandidaten der Partei
“Die Linke” ein Direktmandat erhalten und daher besetzt
die Partei 5

Kandidaten. Die anderen Parteien machen dies ebenso.

ihrer gewonnenen Sitze mit diesen
Vor der Wahl haben die Parteien zudem Listen fir jedes
Bundesland erstellt, welche eine feste Reihenfolge der
Kandidaten festlegen. Alle noch nicht direkt besetzten
Sitze werden nun anhand dieser Listen aufgefiillt.
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Stimmzettel

fiir die Wahl zum Deutschen Bundestag im Wahlkr
am 24. September 2017

Sie haben 2 Stimmen

hier 1 Stimme
fur die Wahl

hier 1 Stimme
fiir die Wahl

eines/einer Wahlkreis-

eis 252 Augsburg-Stadt

emer Landesliste (Partel)

e

1
Partelen il | i |

gebende fur die Vertel
abgeordneten B S aut e Sl ,
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Erststimme Zweitstimme
Christlich-Soziale Union !
pr. Max Mustermann in Bayerne.V.
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Es kann aber auch sein, dass einer Partei weniger Sitze
durch die Verhaltniswahl zustehen, als Direktkandidaten
einen Wahlkreis gewonnen haben. In diesem Jahr haben
59 Kandidaten der SPD (Sozialdemokratische Partei
Deutschlands) ein Direktmandat gewonnen. Allerdings
konnte die SPD nur 20,5% der Zweitstimmen bekommen
und somit eigentlich weniger als 59 Sitze gewinnen. Wer
einen Wahlkreis gewinnt hat aber Anspruch auf einen
Sitz und es entstehen sogenannte Uberhangmandate.
Das heilSt,
bekommt, bis die Anzahl der Direktmandate erreicht

dass die Partei so lange weitere Sitze

wird. Da aber das bei der Wahl entstandene Verhaltnis
eingehalten werden muss bekommen auch die anderen
Parteien weitere Sitze, welche als Ausgleichsmandate
bezeichnet werden. Der im September gewadhlte
Bundestag wird dem vorldufigen Wahlergebnis zufolge

insgesamt 709 Sitze umfassen.
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Da 7 verschiedene Parteien Sitze im Bundestag
gewinnen konnten (CDU/CSU, SPD, AfD, FDP, DIE LINKE,
GRUNE) ist es keiner Partei méglich, alleine zu regieren
und es muss eine Koalition gebildet werden. In den
nachsten Monaten werden sich nun also Vertreter der
verschiedenen Parteien treffen um Uber eine mogliche
Zusammenarbeit zu sprechen.

Erst danach werden die Abgeordneten einen neuen
Bundeskanzler wahlen. Da die CDU und die CSU (in
Bayern kann man statt der CDU nur die CSU wahlen)
zusammen die meisten Sitze erreicht hat, wird mit
groBer Wahrscheinlichkeit Angela Merkel (CDU) bis zur
nachsten Bundestagswahl in vier Jahren weiterhin
Bundeskanzlerin bleiben. Weil in Deutschland sowohl
Direktkandidaten wie auch Parteien gewdhlt werden
personalisierten

spricht man von einem

Verhaltniswahlrecht.

Ubrigens finden Wahlen in Deutschland immer an
Sonntagen statt, so dass moglichst viele Birger frei
haben und zur Wahl gehen kdénnen. Generell ist die
Wahlbeteiligung in Deutschland gréRer als in Japan und
in diesem Jahr haben 76,2% der wahlberechtigten
Bilrger ihre Stimme abgegeben. Lebt man als Deutscher
im Ausland, so kann man sich den Stimmzettel
zusenden lassen und sich per Briefwahl am Ergebnis
beteiligen. Die Briefwahl konnen auch Kranke,
Menschen mit Behinderung oder andere Verhinderte

nitzen.
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The electoral system in America is challenging to
understand—even for Americans—as it is not a question
of one election. The rules for the presidential election
were loosely defined in 1804, and each state (plus
Washington D.C.) decides how best to implement those
rules, as they hold effectively independent elections.
Because of this, rules are very inconsistent between
states. To explain the process more clearly, it is
necessary to look at the most recent election.
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While various political parties exist in America, an
individual vote is for one party or person, not selecting
the candidates in order of preference. Because of this,
America is effectively split between the Democratic and
Republican parties. These are private organizations
which decide their own rules for the “primary”
elections, which decide who will represent the party in
the “general” election, which was most recently
between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump.

The start of the primary race was March 23, 2015, 596
days before the general election was held, when the
first candidate announced their campaign. In total, 17
people participated in the Republican primaries while
only 6 participated for the Democrats. Of the
Republicans, only Donald Trump had not previously held
a government office, making the race split between 16
politicians and a man known primarily for a TV program.
For the Democrats, the two main candidates were
Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders, an independent
senator who joined the Democratic party to avoid
splitting the vote.
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In the general election, the selection of the president is
indirect. Instead of each citizen receiving an equal vote,
the federal government allocates votes in the “electoral
college” to each state, based on the population of each
state. California, the most populous state, receives 55
electoral votes. Wyoming, the least populous state,
receives 3 electoral votes. 39,250,000 people live in
California, but only 586,000 people live in Wyoming.
There are 538 total electoral votes.

Because of the design of this system, where voters live
is more important than the number of votes a candidate
receives. Hillary Clinton received 2,828,691 (2.1%) more
votes than Donald Trump, but she received only 227
electoral votes, whereas Donald Trump received 304.
(270 electoral votes are needed to win.)
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Consider the case of three states won narrowly by
Donald Trump. Michigan, which has 16 electoral votes,
had 10,704 (0.23%) more votes for Trump.
Pennsylvania, with 20 electoral votes, had 44,292
(0.72%) more votes for Trump. Wisconsin, with 10
electoral votes, had 22,758 more votes for Trump
(0.77%). If the electoral votes in these states were
awarded to Hillary Clinton, she would now be president.
Effectively, the last presidential election was decided by
77,754 votes.

This is the fifth election in the United States where the
winner of the popular vote did not win the electoral
college. The last, in 2000, started a movement to end
the electoral college, making election of the president
direct. Given the results of the 2016 election, interest in
this movement has increased.
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While my country’s electoral system perhaps isn’t as
complicated as the system in the United States, it
certainly can produce dramatic elections. The whole
process will be better understood by using the most
recent Australian federal election, which was held on
July 2nd, 2016.

In the House of Representatives,
each seat represents a section of
the country. Each of these
sections contains the same
number of people regardless of
size. This means that sections can
be as small as an inner-Sydney
suburb or as big as France
(Australia has a lot of desert). We
vote for the member of that seat
using a compulsory preferential
voting system. This means that
our ballot lists every candidate
and we number the boxes next to
their name in order of preference. Whoever we want
to represent us the most, we put a ‘1’ in their box.
We then number the rest of the boxes in order of our
personal preference. We must number all the boxes.
After the first round of vote counting, if no one wins
over 50%, the candidate who had the fewest votes is
eliminated. Their ballots aren’t just thrown out,
though. The people who voted ‘1’ for the eliminated
candidate then have their second preference counted
as their first. These counting rounds continue until
someone wins over 50% of the votes, thus winning
that section’s seat in the House of Representatives.
Whichever party wins 76 seats or more in the House
of Representatives wins government. Their leader
becomes Prime Minister.

Usually, an election is won on the same day as it is
held. At the end of the 2016 election, there were
several seats that were so closely contested that they
went into the eighth or ninth counting rounds. Most
of those seats’ results were so close that there had to
be recounts to make sure there were no mistakes.
Both of the major parties were each very close to
getting 76 seats, so neither could concede defeat nor
claim victory. For eight days, Australia didn’t know
which party had won the election, so Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull decided to form government with
three other independent members. A day later, the
final counts came in and it turned out his party had
won 76 seats, which was just enough to form
government without the independents. To exemplify
just how close some of these seats were, the seat of
Herbert near The Great Barrier Reef was won by only
8 votes.
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There was a lot of drama with the Senate too. Usually,

E(FmER (A-ARUT7D L) OEFECHEELHOFEL

when an election is held in Australia only half of the 1 sEEOTEEERECEEESOEMEIEHLCRUET,

Senate is dissolved. However, prior to this election, the
government had tried three times to pass legislation
relating to unionism in the construction industry. The
legislation failed to pass, so Malcom Turnbull could call
a special kind of election called a “double dissolution.”
This is when the full Senate is dissolved, not just half.
This may not sound like much of a difference but, in
practice, it is quite a dramatic thing to do.

Unlike the House of Representatives,
the Senate is decided via proportional
voting. This means that the Senate is
divided up by the proportion of votes
a party or candidate wins. A candidate
must win 14.3% of the total vote to
win a seat in a normal half-Senate
election. This is fairly high, so usually
only the two major parties and a
couple of popular minor parties win.
When a double dissolution election
happens, a party or candidate only has
to get 7.15% of the votes to win a
Senate seat because there are more
seats available to win. This means
there were a lot of minor parties and
independents winning seats that they
normally would not have won. The
government still has to get over 50%
of Senators to agree to their
legislation for it to pass the Senate.
Needless to say, no party won 50% of
the Senate this time.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull went into the election
wanting a larger majority for his party in the House of
Representatives and a Senate that was easier to work
with. Instead, he only just barely formed government
again, and he has to deal with a Senate full of many

V.. House of Representatives |';
¥+ Ballot Paper

Victoria
Electoral Division of Higgins

Number the boxes from 1 to 8 in

the order of your choice

O'BRIEN, Rebecca

EQUALITY MARRIAGE EQUALITY

TREGEAR, Jessica

DERRYN HINCH'S JUSTICE PARTY

h O'DWYER, Kelly

LIBERAL

& BALL, Jason
THE GREENS
@D KENNEDY, Robert
LIBERAL LIBERAL DEMOCRATS
KATTER, Carl
m I:‘ AUSTRALIAN LABOR FARTY
m BASSETT, Nancy
NICK XENOPHON TEAM
2 GULLONE, Eleonora

o AMIMAL JUSTICE PARTY

Remember... number every box to make your vote count

A—=ZARSUTHHEE OISR AR

different types of politicians, all with their own goals

and agendas. Oh dear!
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RDEIDT, [eolc7,15%DEET B
DFET, 206, L. EEZIES T
ENTERVNESVBFERATRIRIEE
WEFEZESULEUL. B53A. TOES
D THERZORTBIHICTTER
D50%NMETY , ENRTHIHDE
BOVEIH, 50%D:EFEEEFI LN
TEERREEHHFFATUR,

BB, TLIA-9-> TN ERIZEDOREORERE
TTERRDBERBZIE UMD TT . UNU. RERFEZE(C
(ENBI0THSL. ENETNOBMZRI DR 4 R DEUA 2K
VBT ERREBUEZITDRIFNIERSRRDEUZ, H55 |
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