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Vor kurzem habe ich eine Reise nach Deutschland

gemacht, wahrend der es auch fiir einen Tag mit
dem Auto nach Osterreich ging. Anders als von
Japan aus kann man von Deutschland aus ganz
einfach in die Nachbarlander fahren. Es gibt keine
Kontrollen an den Grenzen (nur ein Schild weist
darauf hin, dass man nun Deutschland verlassen
hat!), man braucht keinen Reisepass und man muss
flir eine Reise in viele der Nachbarlander auch kein
Geld wechseln, denn meist kann man mit Euro
bezahlen. Ein spontaner Tagesausflug zum Beispiel
von Siiddeutschland nach Osterreich oder sogar bis
Italien ist also recht einfach maoglich.

Der Euro ist in den Ldndern der europaischen
Wirtschafts- und Wahrungsunion im Januar 2002
eingefiihrt worden. Zuvor wurde seit 1948 in
Deutschland mit der ,Deutschen Mark” bezahlt.
Eine Deutsche Mark war 100 Pfennige wert. Der
hochste Schein hatte einen Wert von 1000 DM.
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Ich kann mich noch daran erinnern, dass man im
Dezember 2001 zum ersten Mal Euromiinzen bei der
Bank bekommen konnte. In Deutschland wurden diese
ersten Minzen als sogenannte , Starterkits” flir 20 DM
ausgegeben. Die Euromiinzen in diesem Plastikbeutel
hatten einen Wert von 10,23 Euro. Im Januar und
Februar 2002 konnte man dann Uberall in Deutschland
sowohl mit Euro als auch mit DM bezahlen, bevor ab
Marz dann nur noch die neuen Euro als Zahlungsmittel
akzeptiert wurden. Am Anfang war man das neue Geld
nattirlich nicht gewohnt und konnte nicht genau
abschatzen, wie viel es wert ist. Es war fast so, als ob
man im Urlaub mit einer Fremdwahrung zahlen wiirde.
Allerdings hat der Wechselkurs fast genau 2:1 betragen
und es war relativ leicht, die neuen Eurobetrdge im
Kopf in die bekannten DM-Werte umzurechnen.
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Spannend war, vor allem am Anfang, dass die
Eurominzen auf der Vorderseite zwar alle gleich
aussehen, sich aber je nach Land die Rickseite
unterscheidet. Daher haben viele Europder in den
ersten Monaten und Jahren angefangen, Euromiinzen
aus verschiedenen Landern zu sammeln. Es gab auch
Sammelbicher, in die man jeweils die Miinzen aus den
verschiedenen Landern einfligen konnte. Im Laufe der
Jahre haben sich die Minzen aber durch ganz Europa
vermischt und man bekommt nun auch in Deutschland
sehr, sehr hadufig Miinzen, die urspriinglich in einem
anderen Land gedruckt wurden. Sammeln ist also keine
grolRe Herausforderung mehr.
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Did you know that in 1988 Australia was the first
country to introduce plastic money? It's true. They
were originally developed by the reserve Bank of
Australia, Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research Organisation and the University of

Melbourne because of concerns about counterfeiting.
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Plastic banknotes allowed them to implement a
number of security features that were innovative for
the time. These included: different kinds of inks for
different sections of the note, microscopic engravings
and security codes, light diffraction designs (designs
that change color depending on the angle of light),
transparent sections that cannot be photocopied,
and many more that they won't tell us!

In addition to the security features, plastic money
lasts a lot longer than paper money because it's much
harder to damage. This is ultimately both better for
the environment and cheaper for the government to
produce and dispose of. An additional benefit of
having tougher bank notes is that it allows me to play
a fun trick on Japanese children at the schools | work
in. What | like to do is bring along a $20 note (about
2000 yen) and show it to the kids. | then quickly
scrunch it up and dip it into a glass of water. | always
get a fantastic reaction both when | do that and when
| show them that the bank note is completely
unharmed.

If | could criticize Australian money for one thing, is
that I've always thought they were a bit too colorful.
They are bright purple, orange, sky blue, bright
orange, yellow and bright green, so they often
resemble play-money. If you have ever played the
board game Monopoly, that's what the money kind of
resembles!
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Cryptocurrency - The currency of the future

It’s hard to imagine in this day and age that someone
could come up with their own money and have it be
useable in the real world, but in 2009 the creator of
Bitcoin did just that. Unlike most currency today that is
centralized and monitored by a bank or other financial
institution, cryptocurrency can be traded directly from
the buyer to the seller, thus eliminating the middleman.
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The use of Bitcoin caught on with the black market
quickly, because transactions were not logged by banks
and a skilled computer user could cover up any and all
real world information, the currency was virtually
untraceable. This lead to Bitcoin being used on the Dark
Web (a form of the internet that is made up of private
networks that can not be accessed by regular computers
without special software) to purchase illegal weapons
and drugs.

The inventor of Bitcoin is equally as mysterious as the
initial users of the currency. “Satoshi Nakamoto” is
credited to have made the software used to create
Bitcoin, but it is unclear whether “Satoshi” is a single
person or a team of people using the same username.

RITIIEY N IA VR BIERLTOARVDT, /YIS DENAH

FULARMEANT -2 HBIEOHRDID, BIFTE
BRWBELL T, Io397- Y=y NILLENNBILRDFEL
2o BUT. A=-017 (A>ARYMDESRRYNI—ITT

W POCRATBIDIAFEDYINIIVRENMLETT, ) T
FYOAERRERZE SR, EyhI/ohREEDNS L
S(IRDFEUI,

EvhI(>OFEBEDCLE, BEZRIIAEALRAUEL
S(CHHBVTVEY, LRI LD M FHERNEY RIS
SEVEDELIN, REFZOMT M 1E— ADZFIRBOH. £
ADT I =THE>TOZRFIRON. HEEDE A



Nobeoka City — International Exchange Newsletter — 2/2018

Regardless, the value of bitcoin slowly grew over the
years. Bitcoins that were worth 10 cents per coin at
the currency’s conception grew to being worth
21,000SUSD in late 2017. Early investors in Bitcoin
who purchased tens or even hundreds of coins logged
into their accounts to see they had become overnight
millionaires. Bitcoin quickly became the common
man’s get-rich-quick scheme, and many people
started trying their hand at investing, causing the
currency’s value to rise at an alarming rate. For a
while it seemed that there was no downside to
investing in Bitcoin and the many emerging
cryptocurrencies like it. Major businesses started
dealing in Bitcoin transactions, and even some
companies in Japan payed their employees in it!

As time went on however, many people withdrew
their investments due to the currency’s volatile and
unpredictable nature. It was common for the
currency’s value to spike and crash in a matter of
hours. Presently, while there are many dedicated
teams and businesses that provide storage (electronic
wallets) and activity surveillance services for
cryptocurrency, even the best ones are susceptible to
human error. Last year, a cryptocurrency storage
company accidentally deleted 300 million dollars
worth of their inventory when an employee
unintentionally left the access code open in their
company website’s script. Bitcoin theft and other
crimes are also increasingly common. It is unclear
whether or not cryptocurrency will be here to stay,
but it is indeed changing the world of finance as we
know it.
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When I was young, my parents gave me a piggy bank.
FHOE, WIS TIOLIBFOETEFEZESVEU,

It was a real piggy bank, too.

The only way to get your money out
was to “break the bank”.
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It really works for some kids...
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...but I never ended up saving money at all.
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