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Blair Nilson (2L 7-=IL*/>/)
IEMTH(2014~2018)

I've lived in Japan for six years now. Two years in
Nagasaki and four years in Miyazaki. When | tell
people this, they usually saying something like,
"Wow, you must really love Japan", or "You must be
having as great time!", or something similar. My
reaction is always subdued though. Yeah, it's nice but
| have lived half my adult life here in Japan. For me,
Japan is not a grand adventure. Japan is not an
amazing holiday. Japan is not some life-changing
experience. Japan is my life.
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Of course, | like things like sightseeing, speaking
Japanese and meeting new people. But | also worry
about some students | teach, | complain about paying
taxes, and | discuss issues about the future of Japan.
There are things | like about Japan. There are things |
don't like about Japan. Developing an outlook like this
is something a two-week holiday to Kyoto will never
teach you.

For me, this is the best thing about my experience
living in this country. Visitors can answer things like,
"Which city is good for sightseeing?", or "Which area
has the best food?", and those questions are fun to
answer. But, only someone like me can answer a
qguestion like, "How does it feel to live in Japan?"
That's a question that is much more interesting to
answer.

It will be strange to leave Japan and go back to
Australia. I'm not nervous. | don't think I'll be very sad
either. | just have this feeling that sometime,
somehow, I'll end up back here again.

Until then, thank you very much.

See You, Space Cowboy.
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Andrew Gibbs (7

Kla—-F72R)

EM™(2015~2018)

There’s not much | can say that has not already been
said by everyone else who is leaving with me. While |
am sad to be leaving Miyazaki, | am also looking forward
to the future ahead. | have been truly blessed to be
surrounded by some of the most loving and supportive
people in Japan. Teaching my students and working
alongside my Board of Education and fellow ALTs
allowed me to learn more not only about the world but
about myself and what | am truly capable of. My time
here had its fair share of ups and downs, but it is a time
that | will look back on with fond memories many years
from now. Thank you to everyone here in Nobeoka for a
good 3 years.
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Katie Alonso (51 T+—-7703*/)
ERSEFHR(2015~2018)

Three years ago, | came to Miyazaki, a place | had only
learned about two months before. People thought | was
crazy for moving to a place where | couldn’t
communicate; a dangerous place with earthquakes; a
place where | would be so different. | had no idea what
would await me, but | left everything | knew to explore
something new—and I’'m so glad | did.

I've spent weekends driving up lush green mountains,
diving into crystal blue rivers, and exploring the beautiful
coast. I've spent lunches with my students, chatting and
listening to music. I've spent afternoons with my
neighbor, playing with our cat. I've spent evenings with
my teachers, joining the nijikais, the sanjikais, and the
ramen shijikais.

| have met amazing people, eaten delicious food, and
received endless love and support. From all of this, | have
learned that we are not very different after all—we all
smile, laugh, and cry, and we all hope for a bright,
peaceful future. So | encourage everyone to be crazy—get
out of your comfort zone, pack your bags, take that hard-
earned nenkyuu, and go!

Go somewhere different and challenging. It doesn’t have
to be expensive or scary. Try your best and communicate
from your heart—a smile can take you far! As American
author Mark Twain said, “you will be more disappointed
by the things you didn't do than by the ones you did do,”
so make the time to live, because the world is big, and life
is about more than work.

As Winnie the Pooh said, “How lucky am | to have
something that makes saying goodbye so hard.” Thank
you for making this goodbye so hard and for taking such
good care of me.

Take care, and until next time, U % &2, ZE[if] !
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Katie Cunningham (51T 1+—-N=7I\0)
EMH(2016~2018)

Hello, Nobeoka!

| can’t believe it’s already been two years! When | first came
to Japan in July 2016, | was very excited, and very nervous.
What would Nobeoka be like? Would it be as beautiful as
the pictures? Would the people be nice? Would | be able to
adjust to the new way of life?

Now, it seems so strange for me to remember how unsure |
was then. These last two years have been truly incredible.
During my time in Nobeoka, | have volunteered at a
marathon, participated in a baking class, eaten crazy
amounts of Masumoto ramen, climbed a beautiful
mountain, harvested rice, and even helped break a
Guinness World Record! | have had so many adventures
that | never would have dreamed of before | came to Japan.
But of course, my favorite memories will always be the ones
of the time | spent with all of Nobeoka’s amazing people.
There are so many people | will miss: the teachers | worked
with, the vice principals who were always up for a chat in
the teachers’ room, my lovely friends at my favorite bakery,
the regulars at international events, the workers at the bank
and post office who always patiently helped me (thanks!),
and—of course—the students | had the pleasure of
teaching. Everyone, thank you! You always put a smile on
my face, and you truly helped make Nobeoka feel like
home.

Now, I’'m returning home to Seattle to go to graduate school
(I want to become a high school teacher or a mental health
professional), and | am very excited and very nervous. Will
America be the same as | remember? Will | be able to make
new friends? Will | be able to find/cook good Japanese
food? | don’t know, but | do know that my time in Nobeoka
has helped me grow and has prepared me to take on new
challenges, so | am feeling optimistic. Wherever | go in the
future, | will always carry my wonderful memories of
Nobeoka with me, and for that | am very grateful.

Thank you for an amazing two years! Take care, Nobeoka!
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Emily Devereaux (LX!|—-Fr7z0—)
ERBESSFSFRKR(2017~2018)

Dear Nobeoka,

It has been an incredible year! It has been the highest
honor and privilege to call Nobeoka “home” this year. |
want to thank you with all of my heart for everything
you have done for me. The relationships that have
formed and the friendships that have been made will
forever impact my life. | know that | will always carry
around a piece of Japan in my heart. The students at
Nobeoka Commercial High School and Shiroyama
School have stolen my heart. Thank you for making me
feel at home an ocean away from my real home. You all
have bright futures and | cannot wait to see you do
incredible things. Always remember that you have what
it takes to follow your dreams and that mistakes help
you grow. The staff and teachers at my schools have
consistently amazed me with their kindness, generosity,
patience and care. Nobeoka has some of the world’s
best teachers! Your genuine care and concern for the
well-being of your students is beautiful. It has been an

honor and a privilege to work with you.

| will be returning to Austin, Texas to work as a youth

pastor at a church. | am incredibly excited about this
new adventure, but also incredibly sad to be leaving
Japan. It is bittersweet. | will always carry fond
memories from Japan. | hope to be as generous and
hospitable as you all have been to me. You have
inspired me and challenged me to grow. Thank you for
everything. You are all welcome in Texas! :) Please
come visit! | love that we are now a global family!

With love, Emily Devereaux
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Upcoming Events! :irsommsmninst
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Nobeoka City Trash Disposal Guidebook

The International Exchange Promotion Office produced
an English version of the Nobeoka City Trash Disposal
Guidebook. A printed version is available at: Nobeoka
City Hall, Clean Center, Nobeoka City Toumi/Igata/

Shimanoura/Kitakata/Kitaura/Kitagawa branch.
You can also download the file here:

http://www.city.nobeoka.miyazaki.jp/display.php?
cont=180530171045
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