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Hello!

Nice to meet you. My name is Joseph Benbella and |
will be working as an ALT in Nobeoka. | am very
excited to be here.

| am from the Ohio State in America and majored in
Asian Studies and International Business in college.
Three years ago | had the opportunity to study
abroad at Nanzan University, which is located in
Nagoya city. | was there for almost one year and had
such a wonderful experience that | decided that |
wanted to come back to Japan.
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Nobeoka and Nagoya are two very different cities but
| am really enjoying my life in Nobeoka so far.
Everyone in Nobeoka has been so kind, the food has
been delicious, and the surrounding environment is
really beautiful. | am lucky to have come to such a
nice place. Nobeoka is similar to my hometown in
America, so | think that it has been really easy to get
used to life here.

| promise that | am not a scary person, so if you see
me around town please say hi!
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Hello everyone! My name is Emily and | am from Ohio,
USA. | am so happy to be in Miyazaki! Nine years ago |
came to Miyakonojo, Miyazaki with the Labo
International Exchange Foundation. | lived with a host
family for one month (in July). So, I’'m thrilled to work as
an ALT in sunny Nobeoka. | studied Japanese in a
classroom for one year in college, but now | wish | had
studied it all through college! So, I'm still studying,
mostly by making mistakes and writing down new
Japanese words. | went to Sarah Lawrence College, just
north of New York City, where | mostly studied English
and writing. In my free time | enjoy traveling, writing,
reading, and taking pictures. | often take pictures of my
toy hedgehog while | travel.

My favorite part of my job is talking with students and
reading their written work. | meet new students at
Nobeoka High School every day! They ask me a lot of
qguestions, so here are some of my favorite things they
ask about: My favorite Japanese foods are okonomiyaki,
udon, and curry rice (I make curry rice often for dinner
in Japan). My favorite Japanese word is “matsubokkuri”
because it is so fun to say (in English, it is “pinecone”).
My favorite Japanese number is 800, “happyaku,”
because it sounds like I’'m saying “happy” in English,
doesn’t it? Lastly, my favorite Studio Ghibli film is “My
Neighbor Totoro.” While | am in Japan | want to improve
my Japanese language skills, go hiking, try taiko
drumming, travel all over Kyushu (as well as Honshu,
Shikoku, and Hokkaido), and meet many new people.

Thank you everyone for their kindness, especially the
teachers of Nobeoka High School, my neighbors, all the
Nobeoka ALTs, my friends in Miyakonojo, and the
Nobeoka High School students. Thank you also for
reading my introduction. For you all, | will do my best!
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Hello Nobeoka!

My name is Miki Konishi. | was born in Bethesda,
Maryland, USA, but | call Reston, Virginia, USA,
home. | am half Japanese and half American and grew
up speaking Japanese at home, as well as learning it
in school. My father was born in Osaka, but grew up
in the U.S., and my mother was born and raised in
lowa. As you can see, | have a pretty geographically
and culturally complex background, but have learned
to enjoy every aspect of it.
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My hobbies and interests run the gamut. | enjoy
being an active person, so you might catch me at the
gym, a kendo dojo, or playing soccer with my
students. | have been doing kendo since | was five
years old and am excited to keep practicing here in
Nobeoka. | am an avid anime fan and regularly watch
new and old anime. My favorites include One Piece,
Hunter x Hunter, Soul Eater, Samurai Champloo, and
Attack on Titan. On occasion, | also do photography
SO you may see a camera around my neck from time
to time.

While this is not my first time being in Japan, it is my
first time living here. When | was young, | traveled to
Zushi-shi in Kanagawa prefecture nearly every
summer to visit my grandparents. One reason |
applied for the JET Program was to finally have the
opportunity to live in the country that | consider to be
a second home. | embrace the many intricacies of
being Japanese and want to develop a deeper
understanding of what that means.

Even though | have been here for a short while, |
already am starting to feel at home. | look forward to
getting to know you all and this lovely city! &5 L <
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Hello everyone!

My name is Jesse Ross, and | am a new ALT in Nobeoka
City! I am from Falls Church, Virginia, which is a small
town just outside of Washington D.C. My hobbies
include dancing, reading, and exploring D.C.'s many
museums. (I really like dancing—let’s dance together!) |
am also studying Japanese, and | am excited to practice
speaking with everyone while | am here in Nobeoka!

| came to Japan around 2 years ago on the Kakehashi
program, a friendship ties program between Japan and
America. During the trip, | visited Tokyo and did a
homestay in Miyagi, which | loved so much | knew | had
to come back. After learning about the JET program, |
applied and came to Nobeoka last August. Nobeoka is
breathtakingly beautiful. The mountains, the rivers, the
rice fields, and the beautiful sunsets fill me with joy
every time | step outside. In addition, the people here
are very friendly! Everyone | have met has been
incredibly kind and helpful, and also extremely patient
with my poor Japanese.

| took a few Japanese classes in college, but my major
was Cognitive Science, the study of thought. | continue
to be interested in how people think and learn, and | am
excited to apply what | have learned in the classroom. |
also tutored ESL in college and was a teacher for an
English camp in Korea. | am excited to once again have
the opportunity to help teach English! Thank you for
welcoming me to your beautiful city! | can't wait to
meet you all!
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Hello Nobeoka! My name is Samantha and | am so
happy to be here! I’'m from Austin, Texas, in the south
of the United States. | graduated from Northwestern
University in Chicago this past June, where | studied
History and Middle East and African Studies. | also
studied Arabic, and | studied abroad in Jordan during
college. | don’t speak Japanese yet, but | am excited
to study the language now that | am here!

| have two younger sisters, Sophie and Lucy. When
Lucy was 15 years old, she studied abroad in Tokyo
for a year and went to a Japanese girls’ school! She
loved Japan so much, and | loved the country when |
visited her. She inspired me to want to teach here!

My hobbies are reading and singing, and | love Harry
Potter, Mexican food, and cats!!! | have three cats at
home and they are absolutely adorable. The picture
above shows me with our oldest cat, Zoe!

| love Nobeoka so far and | am constantly amazed at
how kind and welcoming everyone here is. All of the
people | have met have made this city feel like
home! Miyazaki is also incredibly beautiful, and the
food is delicious. | understand why my students love
chicken nan-ban and masumoto spicy ramen so
much! Thank you for welcoming me to your city!
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Hello! My name is Lian Simmer, and I’'m from St. Paul,
Minnesota, USA. | really love Minnesota, so I’'m going to
tell you a bit about it.

A few fun facts:

® Minnesota is called the “land of ten thousand
lakes,” but we actually have 11,842!

® Charles Schulz, the creator of Snoopy, was born and
raised in Minnesota

® Post-it notes were invented there
® Prince (the musician) is from Minnesota

® The record low temperature is -51 degrees (-60° F),
and the record high is 46 degrees (115° F)
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The main reason | love Minnesota, though, is that it’s
beautiful. In the summer, it'’s an excellent place for
hiking, canoeing, or camping. The winter may be harsh,
but it’s also a great time for cross-country skiing and
snowball fights. And if it’s bitter cold outside, | can
always curl up with a book and watch the snow fall.

This past May, | graduated from Grinnell College, in
lowa, where | studied English literature. | love books,
and after | leave Japan | am hoping to get a job in the
publishing industry, possibly while studying for a degree
in library science.

I’'ve only been here for about a month, but | already love
Nobeoka. Everyone is friendly, and it’s beautiful here.
No matter where | go, | can see mountains. | look
forward to getting to know this city and the people in it.
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