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About the Nobeoka
City English Homepage

Have you ever visited the English homepage
of Nobeoka City? The page introduces
famous dishes and products from Nobeoka,
events, sightseeing spots and more. For
foreign residents of Nobeoka, the page
contains English information about waste
disposal, important phone numbers, and
what to do in case of an emergency.

Since March, Nobeoka City’s homepage has
kept citizens updated about the city's
measures in response to the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19). We are currently
translating information important to non-
Japanese-speaking foreign citizens into
English and posting it on the website. Please
take a look at the English or Japanese
information.
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Der Monat April beginnt und endet in Deutschland mit zwei sehr
unterschiedlichen Brauchen. Der erste Tag des Monats gilt als Tag
der Scherze, an dem man seine Mitmenschen ,in den April“ geschickt.
Am Ende des Monats, dem 30. April wird in einigen Regionen In
Deutschland die Walpurgisnacht gefeiert. Heute haben weltweit viele
Menschen schon einmal von Aprilscherzen gehort, aber was ist die

»Walpurgisnacht*?
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Walpurgisnacht:
Der Tanz der Hexen

Der Sage nach sammeln sich am 30.
April zahlreiche Hexen in der kleinen
Stadt Thale im Harz (Deutschland,
Sachsen-Anhalt) um zusammen zum
als ,Blocksberg“ bekannten Brocken
zu fliegen und dort mit einem grofRRen
Fest den Fruhlingsbeginn zu feiern.
Diese Nacht, in der die Hexen nach
einem Uppigen Festmahl in einem
grof3en Kreis um ein loderndes Feuer

tanzen, wird als “Walpurgisnacht”
bezeichnet. Aber wie ist dieses Fest
entstanden?

Das Fest hat seinen Ursprung in der
keltischen Kultur. Nach damaligen
Kalendern war der 1. Mai der Tag, an
dem Tag und Nacht gleich lang waren
und am Vorabend wurde ein Fest
gefeiert, um den Frihling zu
begriRen. Der Begriff ,Walpurgis-
nacht, nach der Heiligen Walpurga,
entstand jedoch erst spater. Goethe
schrieb Uber die Walpurgisnacht in
seiner Tragddie ,Faust® und machte
den Begriff dadurch populéar.
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Heute gibt es in den Tagen vor der
Walpurgisnacht Gberall im Harz Feste
mit Hexentanzen, Maifeuer, Musik

und zum Teil Feuerwerken.

In der Hexensage wird auch von einer
Salbe gesprochen welche die Hexen
sich vor ihrem Flug zum Brocken auf
die Haut schmieren. Die Stadt Thale
wollte diese Salbe gerne produzieren
und an Touristen verkaufen. Leider
scheiterte diese Idee aber an den
Zutaten der mittelalterlichen Salbe,
denn Tollkirsche, Mutterkorn,
Stechapfel und andere Zutaten sind
giftig. Die Salbe wiirde, wenn man sie
mit dem Rezept aus der Sage
zubereitet, als Rauschmittel gelten.
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Waste Disposal Center: Change of Opening Hours
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From April 1, 2020, the Waste Disposal Center reception time will be moved from 8:30 am to 8:45 am.
This 15 minute delay will be used to improve the reception preparations. With the extension of
preparation time before the trash reception starts, the Waste Disposal Center can ensure more safety for
both operating staff and citizens who bring their trash.

Reception Hours at the Waste Disposal Center (Clean Center) from April 1, 2020

Monday to Friday 8:45—17:00

Saturday 8:45—12:00 and 13:00—16:30

Sunday Closed

The International Exchange Promotion Office produced an English
version of the Nobeoka City Trash Disposal Guidebook. You can
download the guidebook on the Nobeoka City English homepage!
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You can also download the file here:
http://www.city.nobeoka.miyazaki.jp/display.php?cont=180530171045
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“That’s a Moray” (2020)
ALT Art Corner
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This drawing was made by Bailey Jo Josie. It is based on a photo she
took of the moray eel at the Sumie Family Aquarium last year. She used

33y R{)— >3 pens, ink, watercolors, and salt to create it.
IfEESH ‘I was inspired to draw this eel because of its brilliant pattern and the
AL £ Z S expression on its face. As a foreigner, when | think of eels, | think of
Bailey Jo Josie morays and not of unagi, so it makes me feel calm to see one here in
_ _ Nobeoka. They are also really scary and | like to draw things that
Seiun High School . "
frighten me.
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Emily Hammett
Nobeoka High School
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In many American schools, after school club activities change with
every season. For example, football and soccer games tend to
happen in the fall, while basketball games and swimming races take
place in the winter. Spring is baseball season. When | was in school,
spring was also the season for my club activity: softball!
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‘It Will Come Again’:
A Short Message about Softball

For 10 years, | played softball on my
middle school, high school, and
college softball teams. Although | was
busy with practices and games from
February to May, playing softball was
always my favorite part about ending
the school year.

By the way, do you know the
differences between baseball and
softball? There are plenty! For one
thing, softballs are larger than
baseballs. Also, softball fields are
smaller than baseball fields, and there
is no pitching mound in softball like
there is in baseball. Speaking of
pitching, the styles of pitching in
softball and baseball are completely
different! That being said, playing
either game is a fun way to stay
active outdoors.

| usually played left field, center field,
and right field. In those positions, you
have to catch a lot of fly balls that are
hit high in the air. That's my favorite
part of softball. Nothing made me feel
more powerful than racing after a ball
and feeling it land in my glove.
Countless times, though, | did not
catch the ball. It would hit the cold,
wet grass and quickly roll away. In
that case, it became my job to run
after the ball and throw it to a
teammate as quickly as possible. It’s
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a stressful moment, and making a
mistake feels bad, but softball games
are long with many fly balls. |
remember one of my coaches would
say, “It will come again.” In other
words, don’t feel too bad about
dropping the ball, because there
would be another one coming soon
enough.

Sometimes in life, we “catch the ball”
and succeed. Sometimes, we just
have to run hard, stretch out the
glove, and hope for the best. Other
times, we work really hard to catch
the ball, but it's too far out of reach
and we fail. One of the greatest
lessons that softball taught me was
that if you fail, work even harder when
the next chance comes. Club
activities are valuable because they
teach these kinds of life lessons. |
hope students in Nobeoka learn these
kinds of lessons while participating in
their club activities.
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