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Light Up HOST
TOWN Project

Various local governments in Japan are
acting as “Host Towns” for the Olympic and
Paralympic Games in Tokyo, which have
been postponed until 2021. For example,
Nobeoka City is acting as a Host Town with
Gemany and Myanmar as partner countries.
To “shine some light’ on the participating
municipalities, the Cabinet Secretariat of
Japan launched a new homepage as the
“Light up Host Town Project” This page
introduces host towns from all over Japan
and their exchange projects. The page also
features messages from Japanese athletes.

Please take alook at it here:
https://host-town.jp
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Im Juli letzten Jahres wurde das Wassermanagement-System in
meiner Heimatstadt Augsburg in Deutschland zum UNESCO-
Welterbe ernannt. Ich hatte die Bewerbung von Nobeoka aus verfolgt,
und mich sehr Uber die Ernennung gefreut. Insgesamt gibt es in
Deutschland aktuell 46 Welterbestatten. Augsburg ist auch nicht das
erste  Welterbe im Themenbereich ,Wasser. Im Bergpark
Wilhelmshohe in Kassel zum Beispiel spielen die ,Wasserkinste®
eine wichtige Rolle.
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Im Jahr 2013 wurde der Bergpark
Wilhelmshéhe in Kassel zum
Weltkulturerbe ernannt. Unter Landgraf
Karl wurde der Park ab dem 17.
Jahrhundert bis ins 19. Jahrhundert
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hinein auf der weitlaufigen Flache eines
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Sicherheit war die “Wasserkunst” des
Parks ein Grund fiir die Anerkennung als
Weltkulturerbe.

An der hochsten Stelle des Parks
befindet sich auf einem 33 Meter hohen
Sockel eine 11,3 Meter groRe
Kupferstatue. Es handelt sich dabei um
den Halbgott Herkules, einer Figur aus
der griechischen Mythologie. Die
Monumentalstatue gilt technisch und
kinstlerisch als das grofste Meisterwerk
der frhen Neuzeit. Von Mai bis zum 3.
Oktober finden mindestens zweimal in
der Woche die ,Wasserspiele”
(Wasserklnste) statt. Diese beginnen
direkt unter der Herkulesstatue. Von dort
aus beginnt Wasser, Uber verschiedene
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Wasserfélle, Steine, Aquadukte den Park
entlang nach unten zu fliessen. Es dauert
rund 1 Stunde und 15 Minuten bis mehr
als 750.000 Liter Wasser eine Strecke
von 2,3 Kilometer von der Statue bis hin
zu einer Fontédne hinter sich bringen.
Allein durch den natirlichen Druck (und
ganz ohne Pumpen) schiesst das Wasser
dort 52 Meter in die HOhe. Diese Art von
~Wasserkunst® ist weltweit einzigartig.

Ich habe vom Bergpark Wilhelmshéhe
zum ersten Mal gehdrt, als er zum
Weltkulturerbe ernannt wurde und mir
vorgenommen, den Park zu besuchen.
Gemeinsam mit zahlreichen Touristen bin
ich zur Herkules Statue gewandert und
von dort aus passend zu den
Wasserspielen wieder nach unten.
Innerhalb des Parks befindet sich zum
Beispiel auch noch eine Burg, die man
sich ansehen kann. Der Ausflug hat
daher viel Spafl gemacht!
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German-style School Lunch at Kitaura
Elementary School
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As part of the Host Town Initiative, German-style school
lunch was cooked at the Kitaura School Lunch Center
and served at 9 schools on July 9th. Nobeoka City’s
German CIR, Carina Bublies, visited Kitaura elementary
school to introduce Germany and German school food
to 5th grade students and to eat with them.

This time, Germany-style “Currywurst” (sausage with a
curry sauce) and “Kressesuppe” (cress soup) was
served. German-style school food is scheduled to
continue appearing in the school lunch menu of
elementary and junior high schools in Nobeoka.
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Drawing Contest: My Germany
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Since 2007, the German embassy in Japan has held a
drawing competition called “watashi no doitsu.” Every year,
many elementary and middle school students participate in
the competition.

This year, the contest’s topic is “160 years of German-Japanese Exchange”, as next year is the 160th
anniversary of exchange between Germany and Japan. Be inspired by the German products you can find
in Japan or try to imagine German landscape, then draw a picture for the contest and send it to the
embassy before Friday, September 11th! Some of the pictures will be part of an exhibition at the German
embassy and participants will be invited to see them in Tokyo on an “Open Day”!
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Art Festival “From the Outside Looking in”
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The Miyazaki International Foundation has announced that the annual “From the Outside Looking in” art
exhibition is scheduled to be held again this year. They are now looking for foreigners living in Miyazaki
Prefecture to participate in the exhibition. Have you taken any photos in Miyazaki? Do you like to draw or
have you tried calligraphy? If your answer is yes, please participate in the exhibition! In the past few years,
the exhibition has been shown in Miyazaki City, as well as in Nobeoka City!

Topic: Miyazaki / Divisions: Photography, Paintings, Calligraphy, Crafts. / Deadline: October 31st

Contact: Miyazaki International Foundation / Mail: miyainfo@mif.or.jp
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Seiun High School
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Howdy there, I'm Bailey Jo Josie, | like watching movies, playing guitar, and I've
been the ALT at Nobeoka Seiun High School for the last three years. Sadly, my
time at Seiun and with the JET Programme has come to an end but I'm happy to
say that | will continue to live and work in Nobeoka! As a freelance writer and a
private English tutor, that is. Even with plenty of hobbies and freelance work to
keep me occupied, | still have a slight sense of loneliness now that my days are
no longer filled with interesting teachers and amazing students. What do | have
to look forward to, now that I'm no longer employed full-time? Well, I've found
that my book club has been able to fill that void.
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Have you ever heard of a book club? You
know, a space where you and some
friends can get together and discuss
ideas, ideals, and concepts that arise
from the pages of a chosen book? For
the last six months, the book club I've
become a part of is a virtual one with
Nobeoka ALTs, past and present; some
of us still live in Nobeoka, others have
moved back to their home states in the
U.S., and one has recently moved to
Tokyo. Started by former municipal ALT
Lian Simmer, it has become a way for us
all to keep in touch. “Book club is a great
way to connect with my friends back in
Nobeoka. | love hearing everyone’s
thoughts, and reading what others are
interested in,” Lian wrote in our LINE
group chat. Along with Lian, the book
club includes former ALTs Samantha
Schmidt, Jesse Ross, and Erin Himeno,
along with current Nobeoka High School
ALT, Emily Hammett. Every week or so,
the six of us get together over Zoom to

catch up on our lives and then deep-dive
into some literature. Right now, we are in
the middle of “The Dispossessed” by
Ursula K. Le Guin, and so far we have
completed “Little Women” by Louisa May
Alcott, “The Secrets We Kept” by Lana
Prescott, and “Silence” by Endo Shusaku.
Each book has been wildly different from
each other because we have all taken
turns in choosing the reading material.
From classic American literature to a
contemporary Cold War spy novel to
Christian persecution in Edo-period
Japan to anarchists in space, each book
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has brought out fascinating discussions,
theories, and a surprise or two. As
Samantha wrote in the group chat: “One
exciting moment from book club this
spring was when Lara Prescott, the
author of “The Secrets We Kept,” visited
our meeting to talk about her book. It was
really interesting to hear the author
discuss her ideas and inspiration, and it
was so kind of her to take the time to
meet us!” Recently, our book club has
also become a semi-movie club, where
we will take a break between each book
to watch a related film together; for “The
Secrets We Kept,” we watched the
romance epic “Doctor Zhivago” (of which
the book’s spywork centers around) and
for “Silence,” we watched the Martin
Scorsese film of the same name.

If you're interested in the idea of starting
your own book club, even in these times
when social distancing is important, all
you have to do is find a group of friends
who enjoy talking with one another,
decide on a book and specific chapters to
read, and set a date to discuss it. It's that
easy...just make sure everyone actually
reads the book.
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