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Winners of the Christmas
Market Photo Contest

As part of the “German Christmas Market in
Nobeoka 2020” an Instagram photo contest
was held and 63 pictures were submitted. All
of these pictures show either the Christmas
market or the German-style christmas lights,
which were on display at Sun Road Sakae-
machi from December 1st to January 31st.
Even besides the pictures submitted for the
contest, many pictures taken at the market or
showing the christmas lights can be found on
Instagram!

In this month’s newsletter, we would like to
show you the four prize-winning pictures.
Please take a look at page 5!

* The picture shown above won the first prize in
the photo contest.
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(CIR) Coordinator for
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In 2014, Nobeoka City started an economic exchange program with
Myanmar. This exchange led to the decision to register as a Tokyo

Olympics/Paralympics Host Town for Myanmar in April 2019.
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Exchange between
Myanmar and Nobeoka

Nobeoka City registered as a Host
Town, but what exactly is a Host
Town? In preparation for the Olympic
and Paralympic games in Tokyo,
many Japanese municipalities
decided to register as Host Towns, to
begin or strenghten cultural and
sports exchange with people from
partner countries. Nobeoka is a Host
Town for Myanmar, as well as
Germany (since 2016), and hosted
Judo training camps for athletes from
both partner countries.

For example, athletes from the
Myanmar men’s national judo team
visited Nobeoka from June 16th to the
24th, 2019. The six athletes came to
train with students from Nobeoka
Gakuen High School, but also had the
chance to visit two schools. They
were able to experience Japanese
calligraphy and origami, while talking

in English with some students.
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Besides sports exchange, Nobeoka
City started to serve a Myanmar-style
curry dish as part of school lunches in
January 2021. The curry soup is
spiced with fish sauce and cayenne
pepper, but is mild enough for
children to eat it. When the dish was
first served at an elementary school in
Nobeoka, Mr. Takashi Tomiyama,
who works as an JICA Kyushu
International Advisor for Northern
Miyazaki, visited the school together
with four technical trainees from
Myanmar who currently work in
Nobeoka. After a presentation about
Burmese culture and the exchange
between Nobeoka and Myanmar, the
elementary school children tried to
answer quiz questions, asked the
visitors many questions and ate the
curry together. Nobeoka City is
planning further exchange events
about Myanmar.

3

—Ab&— (2021/2)

ESWVZLELT

EILVEE :
Y- N\—-F—

©)
HAEE
(FUHFELT

EILVEE :
Kozt —0>4—

=5




[ & R rt:
l/l-k—l* . 2020$ 1 2 ﬁ w&%&%;ﬁﬂ In?gronational Activities (December)

KL YOVR2 A=Yk
German Christmas Market

~n

(g e p

' L ;}:f \ « 2020128208 (B)C. SETE 4 BELBBIRIYHY

| » AXAI =y NnZER) |2 Y > 0— RREI TITOWELZ. HHE (&
BXRICEIN. RKIZENEN TEROESZEULHRNS, B8R
BENIRESURYY1— 74> (hy NI ) ZBRARDLELR,
Y=Y DIDVE I AVS FIVI T hy T THRY MRS % BRA T
WBRIBEEZNOIETY, Fle. HE DRI -I23vT6
TOEUT, 178 (CE RAOYREDA LR — 350Ky MR ML
Fr> RIVBRITU, B> O0—RERE](ET )L RICEEWTVELT.
SHNLTOERVEERADBIMNIT. ETEEULNAY NIRD
FUrz,

On December 20th, 2020, we held our fourth “German
Christmas Market in Nobeoka” at Sun Road Sakae-
machi. The visitors enjoyed the outdoor stage
performances while drinking hot wine and other
beverages. Many visitors also bought mugs that were
specially made for our Christmas Market. There were
also shops selling Christmas goods or holding
workshops. At 17:00, many German-style golden lights,
as well as PET bottle candles, were lit. Everyone
seemed to be having a great time!
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19 fifth graders from Kitaura Elementary School
participated in the “watashi no doitsu” drawing competition
that was held by the German embassy and received a
present for participating. The present included a pamphlet
about Germany, a bag with “watashi no doitsu” printed on
it, as well as a calendar with the winners’ drawings and a
postcard that had all the drawings printed on it.
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In Oregon, February and March are
the coldest months of the vyear.
Sometimes it even snows enough to
go sledding or have a snowball fight!
As a kid | was excited whenever it
snowed but after an hour or so of
playing outside | was half frozen and
needed to go inside and warm up.
Even in the middle of winter our
house is toasty warm. That’'s because
we have a wood stove. Today most
American houses use central heating
and only about 1.9 percent of homes
use wood heat. However, it is still
possible to find houses with wood

stoves in small towns and rural areas.

My family’s woodstove is called
Stella. | named her when | was 4
years old. We have lived with Stella
for the past 18 years. When we

Gas Cooking Stove Electric Cooking

Stove with Oven
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Wood Cooking Stove
(Heat & Cooking)

Wood Stove (Heat Only)
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moved houses, we moved her too. It
was not easy because she weighs
600 pounds. Stella not only heats
about 2400 square feet of space
without breaking a sweat, she can
cook dinner and bake bread.

Of course, having a wood stove takes
a lot of work. We have to collect
firewood all summer, sweep the
chimney, and empty the ashes out of
the firebox. But trust me when | say,
the heat from a wood stove is like no
other. No matter how cold you are, a
few minutes in front of the wood stove
will have you toasty warm!
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