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Nobeoka City is acting as a “Host Town” for
the Olympic and Paralympic Games in
Tokyo with Germany and Myanmar as a
partner countries.

Recently, students from Kitaura Elementary
School participated in a project planned by
Japan Post and wrote postcards in German
and Japanese that will be sent to Geman
athletes. In May, the cards were displayed at
Nobeoka City Hall. This month, the exhibition
is being shown at the Nobeoka City Kitaura
Branch between June 7th and 17th, as well
as at Kitaura Elementary School between
June 21st and 25th.

After the exhibitions, the cards will be sent to
the German Judo Association.
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Yasuko lwamoto
(CIR) Coordinator for
International Relations
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Starting with overseas inspection by enterprise managers from Nobeoka,
economical exchange between Nobeoka and Myanmar began in January of
2014. That same year, the Nobeoka-Myanmar Friendship Association was
established, and the two countries began to accept business training visits,
home stays and school visits, etc. Because of the effects of COVID-19 and
social difficulties in Myanmar, it has recently become difficult to have
international exchange directly. However, Nobeoka and Myanmar have
shared a great history together. In the near future, Nobeoka City wishes to

redevelop the beneficial international exchange we have had.
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The Nation of Charities, Myanmar

Have you ever heard of the World
Giving Index? The World Giving Index
(WGI) is a report published by the
Charities Aid Foundation which ranks
over 140 countries all over the world
according to how charitable they are.
The aim of the World Giving Index is to
provide insight into the scope and
nature of giving around the world.
Myanmar, one of the hosted countries
of Nobeoka City, is one of the top
countries for charity in the world.
Myanmar was proud to be No.1 from
2014 to 2017. During that time, Japan’s
ranking fluctuated between 83rd and
111th.

The World Giving Index is based on
data from the Gallup World Poll. This
poll asked people which of the following
three charitable acts they had
undertaken in the past month:
(MHelping strangers

®Donating money

®Volunteering time

Although the average income of people
in Myanmar is said to be 1/5 to 1/10
that of people in Japan, their average
donation amount is about 28,000 kyat
(2,800yen) per month. On the other
hand, their average donation amount in
Japan is about 500yen per month.
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Thanks to their Buddhist background,
the Buddhist nature of giving has a
wide influence on the people of
Myanmar. They donate money,
possessions or time as much as they
can. This is a part of their customs, so it
is not unusual for them.

Due to many different economic and
societal factors, this report is not a
perfectly  accurate  representation.
However, it can be a good tool in
helping change people’s mindsets
towards helping others by donating
money and volunteering their time. The
idea is not strictly monetary, but rather
to increase awareness of charities and
encourage an active willingness
towards them.

The donations collected go to those
who need charity, such as monks,
temples and orphanages.

Life in Myanmar is filled with the nature
of giving. Their warm hearts are one of
the most wonderful aspects of culture in
Myanmar.
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In May 2021, Japan introduced a new five-level warning system for natural disasters to carry out rapid
evacuation behavior after a warning is issued. This system is now used nationwide. Please take a look at

the following chart.

Disaster Warning Levels

Emergency Warning

Emergency order to ensure personal safety.
Evacuation may be dangerous! Seek shelter
within your own home or surrounding buildings.

Evacuation order for all citizens.
Please evacuate from dangerous areas.

Evacuation Preparation Order

Evacuation order for elderly citizens and those with
disabilities. Please evacuate from dangerous areas.

Please check evacuation procedures, such as
the way to your closest evacuation shelter.

Please stay on alert for disasters.

Nobeoka City, International Exchange Promotion Office
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Anthony Gluck
Nobeoka City ALT
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Hello, I'm Anthony. I'm an ALT in Nobeoka City. In spring, people in
my home state are gearing up for horse races. Kentucky is famous for
horse racing and holds the largest horse race in America every year.
Not many people get excited about horse races, so I'm happy to share

this slice of culture with you all.

AR—YTREFFRFTE25H] !

CEUNBULNEBAN. FAOBEBET > 5y
F-TT, oA F—INEETHSNTVLE
T, ERRC IoAvF—n2 5t MEE(C
FEMEINTVET, ENET>IYF—
H—E-DANRICLZBDTI . ToFvF—
A—E—(@BIRY L-2 J# ¥ 0-€X

NZDfHDOL—R) 1EMEN, T2y
F-DIARENTRVWTWS BOE— 1
BI(CBHEENZ3HEDL—ATI, BOFRF(C
Eonztobksyy 3-2) F1EHN
2km (1%a¥4)) HDFEI I>v+—
TlE FEAEEBNEHETDEETLWVE
EETEARNDHBDET . NIXT. HBICETH
HEWVWEZRIFADOVWTVET., 2 0 1 7 &L
2 0 1 9F(CBFILIERFENEN AL
D14 ARY=3Z— (WOEZER3) I[hVh
U=N\DZ (HEDR) JEWSERITUI.
FADSVERE, BRATHRES&RIIZEE S
TVELIZN, E(d BOBAMAFCEELWL
W=IhH20DTT, BEFETHAIEHEN
BLTIRDFER A

The Most Exciting
Two Minutes in Sports

As you may know, my hometown is in
Kentucky. The state of Kentucky is
usually known for horses. In fact, there’s
even a horse on the Kentucky quarter.
This is due to the popularity of the
Kentucky Derby. The Kentucky Derby,
sometimes called ‘the Race for the
Roses,” is a horse race held in
Louisville, Kentucky, usually on the first
Saturday in May. Horses race around a
dirt track measuring about 2 kilometers
(~1 % miles) long. It's so popular in
Kentucky  that

watches. In addition, the horses usually

almost  everyone
have very interesting names. The
winners of the 2017 and 2019 derbies
were named Always Dreaming and
Country House, respectively. | thought
the names were silly when | was young,
but there are actually strict rules for
naming the horses. The owners have to

be very creative.
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This year was the 147th derby, held on
May 1st. Of course, many people go to
the track to see the race live, but it's
also broadcast on public television so
anyone can watch it. Because the
tickets to watch it in person are a little
expensive (~$100), | have never gone.
But | have watched it on TV many
times.

Derby goers are most well-known for
their attire. Everyone dresses very well
to go to the derby. Men mostly wear
suits, but they aren’t always boring.
They can be colorful or have bright
patterns. Women wear dresses, often
wear large, colorful hats to the derby,
so it's fun to compare all of them while
waiting for races to begin. Please check
it out if you want to see it!
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