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New CIR and ALT in Nobeoka!

Hello everyone! Happy New Year! The
International Newsletter is back with a
monthly release! As many have noticed by
now, Nobeoka has had a new ALT and CIR
since August 2025, but I'm sure there are
still people who have yet to see our faces!
Therefore, | would like to take a moment to
introduce ourselves briefly.

“Hello! My name is Ashlyn. | am from
Florida in the United States. | am so happy
to be working as an ALT in Nobeoka. | enjoy
playing volleyball, hiking, and going to the
beaches in Miyazaki. | am looking forward
to learning more about Japanese culture
and participating in local events. Thank
you so much for this opportunity. It is nice

to meet you!”
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name is Dima and as
stated in the beginning of
the newsletter | am the
current CIR in Nobeoka.
Some of you might have
already met me during one of the events
held so far or have seen me around the
city. People say Germans love to go on
very long walks, and | definitely fit that
stereotype, as | love exploring the
surrounding areas on foot or by bike. |
would consider myself to be more of an
indoorsy type, however, as most of my
interests tend to keep me inside (=excuse).
| love music (both listening to it and
making it), enjoy drawing and creative
writing, and of course | can't forget to
mention my passion for languages.

I will try my best to come up with
interesting events for everyone in Nobeoka
to enjoy and | hope that in the coming
months and years, we will have loads of
fun and create great memories!

Overview of Recent Events

Ever since arriving in Nobeoka, | have
been thinking about ideas for new events
and projects while getting used to the
general flow of things.

Over the past few months, | have gradually
revived events previously held by my
predecessors, the first of which were the
German classes. Both Beginner and
Intermediate classes are now back in
session! We meet every Thursday at the
Shakaikyoku Center, alternating between
beginner and intermediate classes each
week (further details on page 6).
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In November of last year, we gathered in
city hall for the first International Chat
Night since February. We began the evening
with introductory presentations by the new
ALT, Ashlyn and myself. After that,
participants had time to get to know one
another and talk freely. Following a round
of charades, we let the evening fade out
with more conversations.

Another event we revived was the Cooking
Class. So far, we have held two sessions,
with a third one being scheduled for
February 21st. In our first Cooking Class in
October, we tried our hand at making
tacos, a traditional Mexican dish, under the
guidance of Annika, whom many of you
may know from events held by the previous
CIR. Last month, with Christmas just around
the corner, we baked cookies and topped it
off with a raspberry-creampuff dessert to
enjoy the holiday spirit.

In addition to the events we organized, |
also went on several business trips. | gave a
speech as the representative of this year's
new JET Programme participants in
Miyazaki Prefecture. | also went to Osaka to
meet with the Consul General Saxinger
together with other CIRs to exchange
opinions and discuss potential future
collaborations. The largest undertaking,
however, was last year’s trip to our partner
city Bottrop.

2026 1R 5
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As most of you probably know, last year
Nobeoka and Bottrop formalized the
partnership agreement, officially becoming
partner cities. With this in mind, five
students from Nobegaku, their trainer, and
four employees City Hall employees
(including myself as the interpreter) visited
Bottrop last October.

The purpose of our visit was to promote
and further develop the sports exchange
between our two cities, with a focus on
Judo.

During our stay, we were given the
opportunity to experience a wide range of
meaningful exchanges and interesting
activities. This included a guided tour of the
Heinrich-Heine High School, where we
were able to sit in on several classes; visits
to the modern sport facility Weywiesen;
and a final meeting with the now retired
Lord Mayor of Bottrop, Bernd Tischler, at
City Hall during the final days of his term.
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With Judo being at the core of the
exchange, many of the activities were
centered around the sport. Fortunately, our
stay in Bottrop coincided with the finals of
the German Judo Bundesliga, which we
made sure to attend, in order to experience
the difference between the style of
competition in Germany and Japan. The
five students and their trainer were all
impressed by the passion with which the
German fans cheered for their teams, as it
contrasted strongly with the cheering style
they are used to in Japan. We were also
fortunate enough to meet the new
Chairman of the German Judo Federation,
Dr. Johannes Karsch, as well as other
attendees at the event, and were able to
briefly discuss future exchanges.

The five Judoka from Nobeoka also had the
opportunity to meet and train with the
athletes from JC66 Bottrop, as well as
participate in a training session at the
Olympic Training Center in Cologne. All of
them later reported that the strength and
agility of the German athletes have not only
made the sparring sessions very intense
but also provided them with valuable
learning opportunities.

We are all very grateful for the hospitality
we received during our stay in Germany
and look forward to future opportunities to
continue our exchange.
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SEDANY b Upcoming events

il R YEBEEREE ¢ 1B8H. 1822H. 2B5H. 2B198H [£# (K). 14:00~15:30]
kR VEERE ¢ 1815H. 1829H. 2B12H. 2B26H [£& (K). 18:30~20:00]
BRIl R YEERE {HRoiRDED I ZX) 1 18238 [(£). 18:30~20:00]

B L»ANDH O International Chat Night : 18308 [(£). 18:30~20:00]

HRIEBEHE (Pelmeni» O 7 DKEF) : 28218 [(£). 14:00~16:00]
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