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International Easter Picnic

The International Easter Picnic was held
on April 7th at Shiroyama next to City Hall.
Thanks to the fair weather, we enjoyed
lots of activities, including an Easter egg
hunt, tug of war, and jump rope - all with
a gorgeous view of the cherry blossoms.
Our German team baked an Easter
bread, “Osternzopf,” and a cake in the
shape of alamb, “Osternlamm,” to share
with everyone. More than 50 people of
various nationalities, including the UK,
Spain, the Philippines, Germany and the
USA, as well as from outside Nobeoka
City including Miyazaki and Hinokage,
came to participate. Together, we all en-
joyed conversation in a variety of lan-
guages. It was a great international ex-
change event with a fantastic turnout.
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cram school
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Hello everyone. | hope you all had a beautiful Golden Week relaxing with
family and friends. To me it is always interesting to hear about how people
choose to spend their holidays. We all live in the same place at the same
time but everyone’s experience is so different. Do you ever think about
what your life would have been like if you were born fo a different family,
in a different city or even a different country?
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Taking a glimpse

Whenever | talk to my Japanese
friends about our childhood or teen-
age vyears, it's always interesting to
see, how different our experiences
were. The other day, my friend told me
how she wanted to open a dagashiya
(Japanese snack shop) when she was
litfle because she loved stopping by
their neighbourhoods place with her
friends after school. Back in Germany,
we don’t have these kinds of shops so |
wondered if | oo would have visited a
dagashiya were | born in Japan. Back
home, | do remember stopping by the
local pharmacy after school to get
free candy and a monthly children’s
magazine called Medizini which al-
ways had big animal foldout posters
on the back - but | guess that's not the
same.

Something that stands out to me is
how busy kids seem to be and how
scheduled their day is. First school,
then bukatsu club activities, then
homework and maybe even a visit to
a cram school several times a week -
not fo mention those who go to club
practice on the weekends. Some fami-
lies apparently only see each other
after 8pm and many people seem to
go to bed very late. While this kind of
schedule blows my mind, | still think it's
nice how children whose parents work
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late don't have to come back to an
empty house and how children with-
out siblings always have someone to
play after schoal. It gives them a sense
of community and it's definitely better
than spending fime in front of a TV.

| guess things have changed a bit
since | went fo school, but in general,
after-school club activities are not the
rule. For children whose parents work
late, some schools offer an afternoon
care program which includes home-
work support and sometimes club ac-
fivities. The majority of children, how-
ever, get home around 2pm and
spend fime with either their parents,
siblings or grandparents. After lunch
it's time for homework, but kids who
do well at school usuadlly don't go to
cram school. Even if they work full
fime, many people finish work around
4 pm and get home by 5pm, so there
is plenty of time to eat dinner and
spend time with family. Of course, kids
in Germany have hobbies too, but
they do them outside of school. They
join a local sports club, visit a music or
art school or do whatever else inter-
ests them. But the fime spent on club
activities usually only accounts for
one, at most three days a week. Other
afternoons are spent with family or
friends. Of course there are kids who
are busy because they have several
hobbies, or, if they're very talented at
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Report . International Events in February
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Unicycle Workshop in Bottrop]
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@ e ,, = To support Ukrainian refugees living in the city of Bottrop, in 2022,

the city of Nobeoka donated money and a variety of toys, including
several unicycles. In order to make the best use of the donations
and teach children how to ride a unicycle, a workshop was held as
part of the holiday program during the Easter holidays last month.
We learned about this event from a city worker who again ex-
pressed their gratitude towards the citizens of Nobeoka and every-
one who donated. Attached to the e-mail were several pictures

which we would like to share with you.
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Elementary and Junior High School ALTs
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Jamaica

Hometown:
Hobbies:
Favorite saqing: “I can do all things, through

Plaving soccer & cooking

Christ who strengthens me”

Special Skills: Fixing computers

T am.... guiet, observant and advewturouns
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Kingston, Jamaica

Reading, watching movies avd cooking
T+ is what it is.

Proof-reading

adventurons and optimistic
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Hello Nobeoka! My name is Brandon Mariana, and I'm from New York. While
I'm sure most people reading this immediately started thinking about New
York City, there's a lot more to New York state than just New York City. In fact,
what most people think of as New York City - the small island full of

skyscrapers, the Empire State Building, Broadway, and the Statue of Liberty -

is only Manhattan, just one of the five parts of New York City!
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New York

New York state is big. In fact, it's
almost four fimes the size of Kyushu
and features a wide variety of
different landscapes. The state has
several beautiful mountain ranges: the
Adirondacks, the Catskills, and the
Appalachian Mountains. They bring in
visitors from «all over the country
looking for beautiful nature preserves
and hiking trails. And speaking of
beautiful places in nature, New York
also has Niagara Falls! They're a set of
three waterfalls on the border of New
York and Canada and are one of the
most famous natural landmarks in the
country. These natural wonders are
incredibly different from the so-called
“concrete jungle” of New York City
that most people think of when they
hear the words New York.

Personally, I'm not even from New
York City, though | have visited it. I'm
from a small city to the east of it called
Glen Cove. Glen Cove is smaller and
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less developed than Nobeoka, closer
to a town than a city. We only have
one high school that all the kids in the
city go to, meaning most students of
similar ages were fairly close. My city
feafures the lovely Morgan’s Park,
along with several beaches, to give it
a relaxing, natural feeling you don't
expect from a city (even if our
beaches are worse than Nobeoka's).

New York City is one of the most
famous cities in America, maybe
even in the world. It's a lively city full
of fun and adventure, and I'd
recommend anyone visiing New
York to experience it for yourself! That
said, there's so much more to my
state than just New York City, and |
hope I've shown you more of what
my home has to offer. Whether it's
hiking the Appalachian trails, seeing
the majestic beauty of Niagara Falls,
or experiencing the small-town
American vibes of my home city,
please know New York state is an
incredible place that | love dearly.
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178 (&) SLPADYOY International Chat Night
MeOFHEERRIZ1-Z71ZRITBAINI T,
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Looking for a way to connect to the local or international community in
Nobeoka? This is the event for you.
L\ @ 18853043 ~200530) £2: HERMEEFT 1F mRAR-X

558 (N) NEW ! RAYEEMIINGEE German for Beginners
(AW 1885307 ~208500 &C: HEVECTIH- HHE=ES
xpifEAR 3812H~6A25H (6AMLYAYH 4H.11H. 18H. 25H)
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S5A3H ZERDH{Hb{¥—4vyh Nobeoka Wakuwaku Market

~ Enjoy a variety of local food stalls and shops while participating in a stamp

Evente rally or other games.
vents in
Nobeoka 5HA4H D :5A3H(%) 11:00~17:00 5H4H(x) 10:00~16:00

EC @ TR TmRANR-X. 3R
Nobeoka City Hall. 1F shimin space and front entrance
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