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“My Germany”’- Art Contest

This year 12 students from Asahi Jun-
ior High School and one student
from Minamikata Primary School
partficipated in the art contest “My
Germany” which is held by the Ger-
man embassy in Tokyo every year.
In line with the theme “Doki Doki
Doitsu” the children drew what they
would like to see, do, or eat if they
ever went to Germany. The re-
maining 12 pictures can be en-
joyed on page 4 and 5. Thank you
for participating and creating this

beautiful artwork.
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In Japan and many other countries around the world, it is per-
fectly common for restaurants and cafes to serve their customers
free tap water. In Germany however, that is not the case. Don't
get me wrong, the tap water in Germany is clean and perfectly
drinkable but many restaurants make a lot of money selling bot-
tled sparkling water — one of the most popular beverages in Ger-

many.
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About Germans and their beer

For many tourists, the fact that beer is
cheaper than water aligns with the
stereotype of Germany being a
paradise for beer and beer lovers. Every
year in September and early October,
thousands of them visit the Oktoberfest
in Munich, thinking that they get the real
German experience. But is Germany
really all about beer? Let’s look at some
facts and stereotypes.

1.Beer was invented in Germany?
Conftrary to popular belief, beer was not
invented in Europe. Actuadlly the first
documentation of beer was found in the
region we today know as Irak and Egypt
around six thousand years ago. Back
then, it was first made from fermented
bread and slowly developed into the
brewing process we know today. At
some point, monasteries in Europe
started to experiment with beer brewing.
Their rich dark beer, which they called
“liquid bread” was supposedly used
during the fasting periods before
Christmas and Easter. Some of these
monastery breweries like those of the
Augustine monks (Augustfiner Weissbier)
contfinue to exist until present day.

2. What is the Reinheitsgebot?

The Reinheitsgebot- ensuring that beer
could only be made using the three
ingredients water, hops and barley - was
first infroduced by a Bavarian duke in
1516. Back then it was introduced as a
kind of quality insurance but also to
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preserve precious grain like wheat and
barley which were needed as a food
supply due fo persisting famines. Yeast
was added fo the list after its discovery
in 1551. Nowadays you can enjoy all
types of beer in Germany. | personally
like the Weissbier found in Bavaria the
best. As for children, | recommend
Malzbier - a very sweet beer with a
malty taste that doesn’t contain
alcohol.

3. All Germans like beer?

| have to admit, that rules concermning
alcohol in Germany are prefty lax
compared fo other countries. The
drinking age for low percentage
alcoholic beverages like beer or wine
is sixteen! Many Germans like to treat
themselves to a bofttle of beer after
work or on a night out with friends so it
is undoubtedly a deep-rooted part of
our culture. However, in the same way
that not all Japanese people like sake,

LD L. SATOERADBREET S lot of Germans do not care for beer or
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any alcohol for that matter. Some
regions in Germany — especially those
close to the Mosel and Rhine river- are
more famous for their wine production.
Even more so than Germany,
neighboring countries like Belgium are
well known amongst beer lovers. And
surprise: the title for the country with
the  highest per capita beer
consumption goes not the Germany
but to the Czech Republic!
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“My Germany” Art Contest
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My name is James! I'm from Royal Tunbridge Wells in the UK.

I've been living in Nobeoka for 15 years from 2008 and worked at a major
English conversation school for two years. In 2010, | started my own private
school. My hobbies include swimming, running full marathons, reading,
watching sports and, above dll, | love chess. The year | came to Japan, |
couldn't speak Japanese at all, but now I'm good at the Nobeoka dialect.
I'm enjoying my life in Nobeoka, blessed with a lovely wife who grew up in

Nobeoka and two wonderful kids. Please say hello if you see me around.
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Nature on your doorstep

Nobeoka has been my home for the
last 16 years. It has cemented itself in
my heart. It is so difficult to pinpoint ex-
actly what it is that | love about the
city. People have asked me many
times, "Which do you like, the moun-
tains, the rivers, or the sea?" All three
are exquisite gems hidden in deepest
Kyushu. For me, the wonders of No-
beoka can't be pigeon-holed so simp-
ly.

As | trundle along a narrow unkempt
road cutting through the fields, the al-
luring aroma of rice floating in the air,
my gaze naturally ascends to the fad-
ing embers of the evening sky, were |
am greeted by the graceful silhouettes
of three dark figures gliding perfect
unison across the burning heavens. It
appears they are making their way to-
wards Atago Mountain, seeking refuge
for the night. Gradually, stars twinkle
into existence despite it not being
wholly night yet. A symphony of a mil-
lion insects fills the warm breeze. Occa-
sionally, agile bats gracefully swoop
down and around, effortlessly display-
ing their mastery of the night's hunt. Yet
their endeavors do little to diminish the
cacophony of nocturnal life that sur-
rounds me.
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As | tread the familiar path the next
morning, a noticeable change has
faken hold. The orchestra of insects
that serenaded the previous evening
has now fallen silent, leaving only the
most resolute of bats darting through
the dawn's hopeful light, seeking their
final meal. The rice shimmer under a
veil of dew, glistening like nature's
jewels. The air is cool and crisp; it is
sweet as | breathe. The sun, though
still shy of breaching the horizon, casts
a warm, rosy hue upon the sky,
adorning it with fluffy, pink clouds that
drift serenely. Each step | take be-
comes a rhythmic beat for the morn-
ing birds to sing along fo. In the dis-
tfance another early riser approaches,
moving with an infectious energy,
their arms swinging in time with their
brisk pace. We exchange a cheerful
"Good Morning" as we pass each oth-
er. The walker's radio was talking
about something, but | could not
make it out.

As a foreigner living in Nobeoka,
these kinds of tiny episodes leave an
impression on me. | feel really con-
nected with nature. This is why | think
Nobeoka really is a hidden diamond
in Japan.
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October 25H(’K) Intermediate German & International Free Talk
WD/When: 11B~138 £2/Where: #HE¥E 45—

138 (&) SLPADYOY International Chat Night
MeDBEEBRIZ1- 27— ZRIF2IND N T T, BEFIULLEZBNTULE.
FIERHAFBEMNEETREZURNSEULWMEZIBIULELLD !

Looking for a way to connect to the local or international community in
Nobeoka? This is the event for you!
LD 1 1865303 ~200F30%) &£C @ ERMEAT mMEAR-X (1)

1 1 ﬁ 18 (K) RAVEERBE & EFRZHRIV-b—2

NSNSl 29 H(’K) Intermediate German & International Free Talk
WD 11~131 &2 HEBE T I-

108 (&) SLPADYOY International Chat Night
WD HEERIZ1-Z7—2RITZARONTT ., BRFHULLVEZBITULE.
FIERHATEBEIMNEE TREZURNSEULWMEZIBIULELLD !
Looking for a way to connect to the local or international community in
Nobeoka? This is the event for youl!
UL\ @ 18853093 ~208F304) EC : EREMEFT mERAR-Z (1)

278 (B) PRRYYHLYH—-%DI{DFEL &S5 | Advent Calendar
LD O10KF~13KF @178F300~208F3090 £ : I>V0R (26%)

1/10~  fif®K Ayu Yana - The longest fish trap in Japan
Eventsin | 12/3 (B) o 118 ~1585/178~2185309) £2: HhEEMEE
Nobeoka 21H (X) DEFDE3I1AX#H Noborizaru (Climbing Monkey) Festa
22H (B) VD : 108~1685&108~178 £ HEFTH]

29H (H) N\O9+1—>>+vvY% Halloween Jack
Free Halloween event at Yamashita Shintengai
WD 1 1085~17853090 £ IWTFHFRA  (WHEUELATADW)
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