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Summer Memories

On the 22nd of July, Nobeoka was
filled with passion and lots of smiles
at the summer festival. Our CIR Jo-
elle Seggert, and ALT, Anthony,
joined the omikoshi group. They
carried the omikoshii, walking all
the way from Kasuga shrine to No-
beoka City Hall in the heat! There
were also many foreign trainees
who joined the omikoshi and Bam-
ba-odori dance. They seemed to
be having an amazing time. It has
been great to see the festival re-
such a

vived after long time.

(Conftinue on page 5)
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Joélle Seggert

(CIR) Coordinator for
International Relations
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Hello everyone, it's been a while!

Summer is going to end soon, did you all have a good fime? | went cao-
noeing down the Kitagawa River, surfed waves at Nagahama and Oku-
ragahama beach, and even went on a trip. If you like natfure like me, |
think you can fully enjoy your summer vacation in Nobeoka. However, it is
too hot at night and it is hard to sleep without air conditioning! Did you
know that German houses usually do not have an air conditioner?
Unthinkable here in Miyazaki haha.
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A familiar face

Unlike when | was a child, remembering
people around me has become
somewhat of a sfruggle. Although | do
remember their faces, | often fail to
remember their names. Since moving o
Japan, I've been meeting new people
everyday, so | like to tell myself that this
happens because *“there is just foo
many of them”, when in fact, it is
probably because my memory is just
not as good as it was 15 years ago.

Some of you may feel the same, but |
still clearly remember the faces and
names of my kindergarten and school
teachers. Sometimes | run info old
teachers when | visit my hometown in
Germany and talking fo them always
brings back lots of memories.

A certain someone | met in July, made
me redlize, how people in Nobeoka
might feel the same way about the ALTs
and other CIRs like me.

/ This year I managed to visit Japan again for the S
first time in many years and it was great to be back |
in Nobeoka again. It always brings back so many fond
memories of the time I spent there and of the won-
derful people I met. It truly was a life changing ex- | |
perience for me! What also made me very happy was 19
seeing that there is still such an active community
involved in international exchange. I hope I can join

K in next time! Hope to see you soon!

.
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That someone is no other than Tim
Voss, Nobeoka's first CIR! Tim, who
was born in the Netherlands, worked
as a CIR from 1995 (the year | was
born) to 1997. This is also when he met
his wife from Hinokage. Now the two
of them are living in Netherlands,
together with their three daughters.
However, since they sfill have family
living in the area, they've been
coming back to visit Nobeoka and
Hinokage over the years. When Ms.
Jung, who's sitting next to me in the
office, saw Tim's photo, she spurted
out "Wow, isn't that Tim?2 It's been a
while!"  But not just her, many of our
colleagues, remembered Tim from his
visit to their schools all those years
ago. The person who infroduced me
and Tim is Mr. Mitsuke, an old
collegue of Tim’'s, who sfill works at
City Hall. I was touched by their
connection and how the two of them
stil meet up after all these years. It
made me wonder, if | come back to
Nobeoka 15 years from now, will there
be people thinking “Wow, it's been a
while” when they see my face? This
thought makes me cherish my time in
Nobeoka even more.
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A special guest came to our International Chat
Night in August! Mrs. Isabel Shimoda, a resident of
Nobeoka for 32-years, infroduced her home country

Peru. Participants were able to learn about Peruvian
culture and nature, mainly the origin of the names
of the Amazon Jungle and the Amazon River. Isabel
spoke in Japanese and Spanish and even per-
formed a play and a dance as part of her presen-
tation. We had a great time chatting and playing
games after the presentation with a variety of peo-
ple from different places. The next Chat Night will be
on September 29!
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Japanese Culture Corner

Let's learn about Japan in Japanese!
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On August 11, Mr. Tischler, Mayor of Bottrop (right) and
Ms. Kawahara, Consul General of the Consulate Gen-
eral of Japan in Dusseldorf (center) visited Asahi Kasei
Europe in Dusseldorf, Germany. They were briefed on
the company’s environmental protection measures and
exchanged opinions on the possibilities of Japan and
Germany cooperating in new fields such as the use of

hydrogen.
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But Matsuri Nobeoka didn’t end just there. On September
2nd there was actually a second event, a fireworks festi-
val, on the bank of Ose river. Visitors could enjoy music,
dancing and a magic show, while getting snacks and
refreshments at one of the many food stalls. Then, around
8pm the fireworks started. With about 10.000 shofs it has

been the biggest fireworks in Nobeoka City .

What a view!
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Natalie Yates

(ALT) Assistant
Language Teacher

Keywords
F—7J—K
(BAE- 5458

POERO

RN

integral

Jeo LY

ERK(9D)

To achieve

EIN=1

dedication

FUHE LT EATESKORIPALT, FHYU—-TYI, PAUND
AU A ZPINEETIN BT IV—DATHICH. TV
N—=DEPXIANDN=TTY, YPVBEDNSEEEFSC EICHIK
DHOF U, JETTOTSAICSNIDCEFRBRANSOS
JE212DT, LM THRBEHZADEFTN CESDEEETEELL.
R LT T,

Hi there! My name is Natalie, and | am the incoming ALT at No-
beoka Technical High School. | am from the state of California in
the United States, but | am also half Danish as my mom is from
Denmark. Since a young age, | have always been interested in
learning about different cultures. It has been my dream since
high school to partake in the JET Program, so | am so happy and

thankful to be living in Nobeoka teaching English.
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Finding community in sports

Sports have always been an integral
part of my life. | began playing soc-
cer when | was six years old, and
played through my senior year of
high school. Playing sports gave me
the opportunity to make new friends,
have an outlet tfo vent stress, and
work together with others to achieve
a shared goal. Through sports, one
learns the important lessons of dedi-
cation and teamwork, lessons that
permeate throughout daily life. After
playing soccer for years, when | en-
tered college | wanted to try a new
sport: Ultimate Frisbee (Ultimate). Ulti-
mate was fundamental in my college
experience, as it became my core
community and was a place to have
fun and be competitive. Unknowingly
at the time, Ultimate would be the
gateway to finding a new community
when | moved to Denmark.

Moving into a new town, let alone a
new country, comes with severadl
challenges such as culture shock and
feeling isolated due to lacking a
community. | experienced such feel-
ings when [ lived in Denmark with my
aunt for four months in Fall 2020. Ali-
hough | have a family support system
in Denmark, while living there | devel-
oped feelings of isolation and the



My college Ultimate Frisbee team “Clearcut.”
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need to meet people my age. | de-
cided to search for any local sports
teams | could join, and found the
Ultimate team “Aarhus Ultimate.” |
was nervous going to the first prac-
tice as | had never met any of the
players, but everyone was extreme-
ly kind and welcoming. As fime
went on, going to Ultimate practice
became the highlight of my week
and becoming part of Aarhus Ulti-
mate was the best thing | did in
Denmark as it gave me a sense of
community and belonging. Now, |
hope to do the same in Nobeoka.
After inquiring about women's soc-
cer teams in Nobeoka, | met with
the coach of a middle school/high
school women's soccer team
“Princess Camellia.” Last weekend, |
went to a tournament where | met
all the players and got to play in the
games. Although communicating
was challenging due to the lan-
guage barrier, everyone was ex-
tremely kind. Even when living in @
country with a different language
and culture, sports can act as a
way to bring people together by
bonding over a common intferest.
Although | have only met everyone
once, | have a feeling being a
member of Princess Camellia will be
an integral part of my experience
living in Japan.

7

Celebrating at the beach Ultimate tourna-
ment after winning (with Aarhus Ultimate).
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27H(7K) Intermediate German & International Freetalk
BffEl/When : 116~ 136F  3HBFi/Where : ft2¥EBt 59— SEE

298 (&) sLPADYOY International Chat Night Thai Edition
MeDBEEBRIZ1- 27— ZRIF2IND N T T, BEFIULLEZBNTULE.
FIERHAFBEMNEETREZURNSEULWMEZIBIULELLD !
Looking for a way to connect to the local or international community in
Nobeoka? This is the event for you!
KR 18KF300~20853040 15 : EREMEPT HERAR-Z (1)

September

1 Oﬁ 48 (K) RAYEBE & EF3ZRIV-M-0

SPeeEN 25H(7K) Intermediate German & International Freetalk
K¥fEl/When @ 118 ~138F  35P/Where : t&EE 45—

138 (&) SLPADYOY International Chat Night
WD HEERIZ1-Z7—2RITZARUNTT ., BRFHULLVEZBITULE.
FIERHATEBEIMNEE TREZURNSEULWMEZIBIULELLD !
Looking for a way to connect to the local or international community in
Nobeoka? This is the event for youl!
KEfE : 18KF3090~200F304) 15Ph @ RS HRAR-X (16)

23H (*) Hideji Beer 8MNIEE7—-TJIAH Mukabaki Beer Festival
24H (H) Beer, Gourmet, Stage Event! Shuttel bus from Nobeoka Station
LD 1 1165~218F (HIE(F208F%T) £C : Hideji Beer Mukabaki Brewery

SEPTEMBER

:‘;eb’::i'; 78 () RSN XTF—Fi & Nobeoka Tengaichi Takigi No
Open Air No Performance at Shiroyama Park !Tickets available online!
WD @ 178530~ EC: WILARZONLE (ULAPEISZA [COFDVAE)
29H (H) N\OY1—>3vv% Halloween Jack
Free Halloween event at Yamashita Shintengai

WD 1 1085~17853090 EC @ WWTFHFHRAE  (PFLILATAN)

OCTOBER
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