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German Christmas Market @ Encross in Nobeoka 2022
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On December 17th, 2022, we held
our “German Christmas Market in
Nobeoka” at Nobeoka Station’s
Encross. Besides the rainy weather,
many visitors were able to enjoy
German-style food and drinks during
the outdoor stage performance, buy
gifts like accessories, flowers and
German chocolate, or join one of the
many Christmas themed workshops!
A big thanks to the volunteers from
Asahi and Minami Junior High
Schools as well as some high
schools and a university. Everyone
seemed to be having a great time!
Thank you for coming!
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Happy New Year everyone!

How did you spend the holidays? Were you able to travel somewhere?
The biggest surprise for me was how much snow Kyushu gets consider-
ing the fact that most people imagine southern Japan to be a very warm
place. | thought, since | lived in Miyazaki, | wouldn’t need winter tires but
now I'm not so sure anymore haha.
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In any case, please be careful when you take a drive in the mountains.
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Fireworks and shrines

This year was the second time in a row
that | spent the holidays in Japan. As
the Christmas and New Year's season
is the time of year you usually spend
with your family and loved ones, |
suppose many people feel homesick at
the thought of having to spend this time
alone in a distant place. No wonder
more than half of my foreign friends
living in Japan went back home this
year. Meanwhile, | did my best to spend
my holidays in a more Japanese way
than even some Japanese people do.

After exchanging souvenirs, | had a nice
chat with my Japanese family while
preparing the kaninabe (crab hotpot). It
was my first time eating real crab, so it
was a challenge for me to try and take
out the meat using a strange fork and
the soup turned grey because we used
an iron pot. After our meal, we did our

New Year's Countdown watching
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Tada-Jinja in Hyogo

.

“‘Kohaku” and “Kakuzuke Chekku” on
TV and finished off with foshikoshi soba
(New Year's Eve soba noodles).
Everything was delicious, but | felt
almost too full after.

In Germany, it is also safe to say that
you didn’t spend your holidays right if
you haven’t gained at least a few kilos
by the beginning of the new year - the
most popular food on the 31st is
raclette. During the countdown on the
31st, every household lights up their
own fireworks. That means you get to
enjoy a very beautiful scenery, but in
return — apart from the fact that it
produces a lot of trash — it is very
stressful for pets and other animals
outside in the woods.

Since | spend this New Years in Japan,
instead of cleaning up fireworks, | woke
up very early, made osech/and went to
a nearby shrine for hatsumode (first
shrine visit of the year). | also drew an
omikuji but it didn't turn out to be “great
fortune” like it did last year.
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New Year's firework in Germany

Of course, Germans also have a bunch
of stuff they get done on the first day of
the year. We usually get together with
relatives to eat a dish called “herring
salad”, take a nice walk outside and
watch the “Four Hill Tournament” (a ski
jumping competition) live on TV. As the
“Four Hill Tournament” is broadcasted
nationwide, it is a popular show to
watch in most parts of the country. |
suppose, that is probably also why the
most well know Japanese people in
Germany are the ski jumpers Noriaki

Kasai and Ryoyu Kobayashi.

RAYRBIALILSDOL Y
German raclefte

(F55

=]

NEAGCETES
resolution

ECLOTERFBOBIULITN
BARBBEBVEIN HAOH
BRIIEBZEIITHTELLERNE
I EEZILHDE B2 I B
ECFRLWCECHR T BT ESAD
SERDLIEERIRTEDLICE
ELUTWVET,

| think there are many different ways to
spend New Year's in different coun-
tries, but | also believe the one thing
that is common all over the world is
making New Year’s resolutions. Quit
smoking, exercise more, challenge
yourself and try something new. What-
ever your resolution may be, | hope
that you will be able to reach any goal

you have set for this year.
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International Recipe
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Consulate-General of Japan in Dusseldorf’ s Article and German Medias Introduced Nobeoka City on Their
Website
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On December 9th, KAWAHARA Setsuko, the new Consulate-General of Japan in Dusseldorf visited Bottrop
City and posted an article about her visit and the International Exchange between Nobeoka City and Bottrop
on the consulate’s homepage. The friendly relations between Nobeoka and Bottrop have also been topic in
the local media as the “Bottroper Zeitung” (Bottrop newspaper) and Facebook City of Bottrop - Amt fuer
Wirtschaftsférderung, WAZ (Wesdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung) reported on the German Christmas Market in
Nobeoka in December.

wesn  Wirtschaftsférderung Bottrop - 7A0—93
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LOKALES SEITE 12 | SAMSTAG 31. DEZEMBER 2022 S 2 : s A
@ Bottrop mit weihnachtlichem Auftritt in Japan @ Die Stadt Nobeoka veranstaltete einen

deutschen Weihnachtsmarkt, bei dem auch Bottrop groBe Présenz hatte. An einem Info-Stand

De utsc h er We i h nac htsm a rkt i n herrschte reges Interesse an unserer Stadt. Nobeoka und Bottrop bauen gerade eine

Stadtepartnerschaft auf, beginnend mit Schulaustausch-Projekten. Vielen Dank an Ansgar Jung fir

N (o] beo ka das Engagement in seiner stidjapanischen Wahlheimat

BRZRD

In der siidjapanischen Stadt Nobeoka fand im De-
zember der ,,deutsche Weihnachtsmarkt* statt.
Bottrop und die 117.000 Einwohnerinnen und
Einwohner Stadt auf der Insel Kyushu pflegen

seit einem Jahr freundschaftliche Beziehungen.

Organisiert wurde der Markt vom Internationalen

Eb \ Yo =
Biiro der Stadt Nobeoka, wo seit sechs Jahren die 8 $§73 D I'E‘l’ \7;_'
Stelle der Koordinatorin fiir ,,Internationale Be- rj 9 - 'I’ Ti}ﬁ =4
ziehungen deutsch besetzt ist. Der Markt bot den DIEEXDOZED .
run;i 3000 Beiucherinnen un: Bfesucl}}:lm ejin BINY Sk ‘\J
Biihnen-Musikprogramm und mit Glithwein, Cur- H— |\ 73“/-'-\\ |\

rywurst oder Christstollen auch deutsche Spezia-
litdten.

© WAZ 2023 - Alle Rechte vorbehalten.

ET2v IV RILDBAKESEMEHPKY Message from Consulate-General of Japan in Dusseldorf’'s Homepage
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Am 9. Dezember besuchte Generalkonsulin Kawahara den Oberburgermeister der Stadt Bottrop, Bernd Tischler. Bottrop
pflegt einen Austausch mit der Stadt Nobeoka in der japanischen Prafektur Miyazaki, die wéhrend der Tokyo Olympics und
Paralympics als Host Town das deutsche Judo-Team beherbergte. Derzeit leben in Bottrop ca. 1.000 Flichtlinge aus der
Ukraine. Im Sommer erhielt die Stadt eine Sendung von Spielzeug, das Menschen in Nobeoka fur ukrainische Kinder
gespendent haben. Oberbirgermeister Tischler drickte seine Dankbarkeit fUr diese freundliche UnterstUtzung aus und Gen-
eralkonsulin Kawahara versicherte ihm, sie wolle sich weiterhin fir den Austausch zwisschen den beiden Stadten einsetzen.
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Disaster Management Seminar for Foreign Residents Disaster Management Seminar for Foreign Residents
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Ban c6 biét cin phai lam gi khi truong hop xay ra thién tai ( Bao hoic dong dat)?
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Disaster Management Seminar for Intfernational Residents

BE (20S5D) ® tE (CLA) BE E&E (EWHLVY) A & (B Sk (&) IS0 E5ULES
WA XD (L) o TNEIN? ZAKE (& O EHO & E MAlwd) Z2 LIET,

What should we do in the event of natural disasters such as typhoons or earthquakes?
Let's practice and get ready to act.
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