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Students crafting German Christmas Ornaments
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In preparation for this year's German Christmas
Market, about 30 students of Asahi Middle
School volunteered to help out with the crafting
of German Christmas ornaments. The School
has been engaging in exchange activities with a
German School in our Partner City Bottrop since
this summer and even founded a group called
GOP (Global Outreach Program) to promote
intercultural exchange with foreign countries like
Germany. During the group’s first meeting on
November 17" the children made traditional
‘Strohsterne’ straw

ornaments called (engl.

stars) while learning about environmental
protection in Germany as well as Christmas
traditions. Since this year’s Christmas Market
emphasizes environmental protection, the stars
were made from rice straw and in the following
weeks many other ornaments will be crafted

using sustainable materials.
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Hallo zusammen!

Ich kann kaum fassen, dass schon Dezember ist! Das bedeutet, dass ich
schon seit 4 Monaten in Nobeoka bin. Unglaublich wie die Zeit vergeht.
Ich hoffe ich kann euch diesen Monat die Deutsche Weihnachtszeit
etwas naher bringen und winsche allen eine schéne Vorweihnachtszeit
und einen Guten Rutsch! Bis nachstes Jahr!
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Von Nikolaus und Weihnachtsmann

Wenn man in Japan an Weihnachten denkt,
denkt man auch automatisch an Santa
Clause oder wie man auf deutsch sagt ,den
Weihnachtsmann®. Aber wieso heif’t Santa
Clause Santa Clause und woher kommt
eigentlich die Idee vom Weihnachtsmann?

Um diese Frage zu beantworten, missen wir
uns zuerst einen ganz anderen Tag im
Advent anschauen. Am 6. Dezember feiert
man in Deutschland zu Ehren des heiligen
Nikolaus von Myra (das liegt in der heutigen
Tirkei)

seinerzeit um arme Menschen gekimmert

den Nikolaustag. Er soll sich
und lhnen Geschenke gebracht haben.

Wenn man heute am Vorabend, also am 5.
Dezember, seine Stiefel putzt und vor die Tur
stellt, findet man am nachsten Morgen Nisse,
Mandarinen, Apfel, Schokolade oder andere
Kleinigkeiten darin. Das freut vorallem die
Kinder. Ihnen erz&hlt man, dass einem der
Nikolaus, wenn man artig war, Geschenke in
die Schuhe steckt. Waren sie jedoch unartig,
legt der Helfer des Nikolauses ,Knecht
in die Schuhe,

peitscht sie zur Bestrafung mit seiner Rute

Ruprecht® ihnen Kohlen

oder nimmt sie gar in seinem Sack mit!
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Das Bild vom Nikolaus mit seinem Knecht
Ruprecht unterscheidet sich je nach Region
und ist auch in Landern wie Osterreich
verbreitet.

Durch Einflussfaktoren wie der Kirche wurde
der Fokus aber immer mehr auf Weihnachten
und die Geburt Jesu gerriickt, wodurch in
Deutschland die Vorstellung des ,Christkindes*
entstand. Eine Art kleiner Jesusengel, der die
Geschenke an Weihnachten bringt. Jedoch
verschmolzen Weihnachten und Nikolaus nach
miteinander und

und nach der Heilige

Nikolaus  entwickelte sich weiter zum
Weihnachtsmann oder Santa (Heilig) Clause
(Spitzname

von Nikolaus).Sein

charakteristisches Aussehen verdankt der
Weihnachtsmann einer Werbecampagne von
Coca-Cola der 1930er Jahre in welcher er
passend zu den Farben der Firma in rot und
weild gekleidet war.

In Deutschland existieren alle drei Figuren
weiter. Am 6.Dezember kommt der Nikolaus
das Chirstkind oder

und am 24. der

Weihnachtsmann.
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German Christmas Cookie Baking Class
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Every year, the four weeks leading to Christmas
are celebrated as the advent season in Germany.
This year on November 27 was the first Advent
Sunday. Around the beginning of the Advent
season, many Germans start to bake various
Christmas cookies, which they will eat until

Christmas.
On that day, a baking class was held in Nobeoka,

in which 20 participants made German cookies
together with ALTs and 2 German residents. Thank
you all for participating! Please join us again at the

next international exchange event!
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Hello and Merry Christmas! In this article, | want to now focus on the biggest
winter holiday in America, Christmas. | know almost everyone in Japan has
some idea of Christmas and celebrates in their own ways, so, for this article, |
chose to write about my unique Christmas tradition while asking other ALTs to
share their thoughts and fraditions as welll
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The Christmas Pickle

Christmas in Wisconsin is beautiful!
The air outside is crisp, Christmas
lights and decorations can be seen
on almost every house, and, if you're
lucky, there may be fresh snow on
Christmas morning! My family jumps
into our Christmas routine: We slowly
wake up at 6 a.m. to open presents,
we go to my grandmother’s house for
breakfast, we then go home for a
nap, and, finally, we end the night at
my aunt’s house with more family
(and more presents)! At my aunt’s
house, all the children gather around
the Christmas tree and close their
eyes. She will then hang a pickle
ornament on the tree and have the
kids search for it. The first child to find
it gets money and good luck, but she
would always play until everyone was
able to get a little money and a little
luck!

The Christmas Pickle tradition is
somewhat unique to the American
Midwest. The Midwest people who
know about the Christmas Pickle will
tell you that it is a tradition that comes
from Germany. In fact, German
import stores in America have entire
sections dedicated to Christmas
Pickles among other German
Christmas images! However, the
Christmas Pickle is actually a
German-American tradition that is so
unique to my region of the U.S. that
people from Germany and other parts
of America haven’t heard of it at all!
What Christmas traditions are unique
to your family or region?
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I've never heard about a Christmas Pickle tradition before!
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| was raised in a Catholic house-
hold, so my family’s Christmas tra-
dition was to attend midnight mass.
Of all of the Christmas services my
church held, it was the most grand.
Pews would be full of families, mul-
tiple priests would lead mass, and
a choir with more people than usu-
al plus an array of instruments,
would fill the building with beautiful
Christmas hymns.

After, | would look forward to get-
ting home to open presents! My
family would then sleep a bit before
prepping food for Christmas meals.
Where we got situated next de-
pended on whether it was my fami-
ly’s or my cousin’s family’s turn to
host. And for the rest of the day, it
was enjoying the company of fami-
ly and friends, with NBA on TV and
the children enjoying whatever gifts
they got!
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