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/\- ~ I\ International Exchange
/ Events in Nobeoka
Last month the new German

Coordinator for International Relations
held her first international exchange
events since coming to Nobeoka. The
events involved German language
courses for beginners and intermediate
learners as well as an International
Chat Night on the 30th of September.
During the latter, we were able to
welcome many Japanese guests of all
ages but also many international
guests! If you are interested in learning
about other languages and cultures or if
you would like to share something
about your own culture, please feel free
to join or contact us anytime!

We are also planning other cool events
like cooking and crafting classes as well
as a Christmas Market for the following
months so stay tuned!
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Hi, there! Today, I'm going to talk about the things | learned from my Eng-
lish language school.The language school | attended was a small, private
institution in the American countryside, but | was able to meet people from
many different countries. Our class consisted of British and American
teachers and students from Taiwan, South Korea, Thailand, Brazil,
Morocco, Venezuela, Peru, and Japan. The class had a good impact on
me, and | learned more than English there! Because | had only known the
school customs in Japan at that time, | was very surprised by the different

customs at schools in other countries.
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Things | Learned from My English Language School
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During class, students were free to do
things like bring juice and chew gum
while the teacher was talking or when
we had group discussions, which were
different from Japanese school
customs. Also, some people sat while
stretching their legs or holding their
knees. When a classmate from South
America was asked to refrain from
making loud noises while munching
and gqulping, she just smiled and
replied "Sorry —!”. Once, when a
Japanese student walked to a teacher
and asked “May | go to the bathroom?”
the teacher replied, “I'm not your
mother.” | was surprised at the
difference; however, | realized it is not
about being right and wrong, but about
being comfortable with each other and
not feeling uncomfortable. And |
learned firsthand how people can
respect each other in different ways!

In Japan, people tend to consider it
common sense to hold back one’s
own feelings and preferences. They try
to avoid bothering other people and
they get permission to do something
they would like to do. | had never really
thought about it, but | also did the
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same thing without realizing.

Also, | was taught new ways of
thinking by a teacher who was raising
her kids at the time. | shared with her
that it is still common for mothers in
Japan to take the initiative when it
comes to their children. And she said
“My kids often tell me to do their
laundry or clean their rooms but |
always tell them that housekeeping is
not a mother’s job. A mother’s job is to
love her kids.” Sometimes, | apply this
principal when thinking about other
people to understand what is most
important for them in their position.

What I've learned through my
experiences from my school life with
international classmates and teachers
will continue to influence me in the
future. | want to keep making choices
that let me feel comfortable in life.
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On September 27th, we held our German beginner class
at the Nobeoka City Culture Plaza. In one and a half
hours, a total of 25 participants learned basic German
greetings as well as some sentences for self-introduction.
Amongst this diverse group of participants we were
especially happy to welcome many children who gave the
event a bustling atmosphere. We even had two students
from Asahi middle school, which is currently engaging in
exchange activities with Bottrop City in Germany, join us.

The beginner’s class will be held every Thursday from
18:30 to 20:00 until the end of November, so we will be
able to report the students’ progress soon.
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Hello again! The weather has started to cool off, which means fall is
on its way. Every year, the arrival of fall reminds me of one thing-
Halloween! The holiday, which falls on October 31, has its origins as a
festival celebrating the end of summer, in which people wore
costumes to ward off returning ghosts and spirits. However, modern
traditions have become more exciting and less serious, so I'd like to

introduce you to the Halloween | grew up with.
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My Favorite Holiday

As a child, | viewed Halloween simply
as an opportunity to dress up and
receive candy in exchange. Choosing
the right costume felt essential, even
though every year | wanted to be
either a cat, princess, or witch.
However, one year | was a clown,
and another year | was Barney (a
purple  dinosaur character). In
America, both costume shops and
pumpkin patches open in early fall.
My dad and | always went together to
scout a good pumpkin. The perfect
pumpkin was orange, smooth and big
enough to draw on. We'd save the
pumpkin until the day before
Halloween and then spend an
afternoon carving it together.

And finally, Halloween day itself was
always filled with anticipation for the
night's coming activities. Once the
sun started to set, all of the kids on
my street would meet outside,
dressed in costume, to start trick-or-
treating. We would walk from house
to house, shouting "trick or treat!!"
until we collected a full bag of candy.
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The rule we followed was simple: if
the house's porch light was on, it was
okay to ring the doorbell. If it were off,
then we would avoid the house.
Afterwards, | was always tired and full
of candy, but | was already excited for
the next year's celebration.

As | grew up, | started to care less
about candy and more about
decorations and  costumes. I
decorated my college apartment each
year with a bloody Christmas tree,
spider webs, and yellow caution tape.
| once made a pink gelatin brain with
"bloody" cherry sauce. Nowadays, |
start planning my costume in July so |
have time to gather all the materials.

Halloween is often thought of as a
children's holiday, but | think it can be
enjoyed by those of all ages. Even if
you don't love Halloween like | do, |
wish you all a happy Halloween!
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