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Sending donations to Ukrainian
refugees in Germany

As you already know, Nobeoka City
has recently started an exchange
partnership with Bottrop City in
Germany. As part of this exchange,
Nobeoka City decided to support
children from Ukraine currently living
in Bottrop City. The donations we
have received since June, including
toys and outdoor play equipment,
were sent to Germany on the 16th
and arrived in Germany on the 26th
of August. We thank everyone for
their kindness and cooperation — we
will notify you as soon as the
packages reach Bottrop City.
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Joélle Seggert

(CIR) Coordinator for
International Relations
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Hello everyone, nice to meet you.
My name is Joélle Seggert and I am the new coordinator for inter-

national relations in Nobeoka. In my home state of Rhineland-
Palatinate, Germany, we are proud of our beautiful nature and his-
toric sites like castles and other remains that were built hundreds
of years ago. Except for delicious food and of course beer, this ar-
ea is also famous for its wine- especially the towns situated close
to the Mosel River. As I grew up in the countryside, I am looking
forward to outdoor activities like surfing or hiking, that will let me
enjoy Nobeoka's and Miyazaki's rich nature. However, as I am basi-
cally interested in anything from music to traditional arts, crafts
and dances, I am excited to experience everything Nobeoka has to
offer.

In the future I would like to engage in many events to further pro-
mote intercultural exchange and share information about Germany
with you.

Porta Nigra in Trier Weinberge an der Mosel
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Taschengeld in Deutschland

Nach einem Leserwunsch mdchte ich
heute ndher auf das Thema
.1aschengeld in Deutschland® sowie
Nebenjobs eingehen.

In Deutschland wird Taschengeld als
Méglichkeit gesehen, von klein auf den
Umgang mit Geld zu lernen. Wie in
vielen anderen Landern auch,
unterscheidet sich die Ausgabe des
Taschengelds je nach Familiensituation
und wird von Faktoren wie der Anzahl
der Kinder oder der finanziellen Situation
der Eltern  beeinflusst.  Mehreren
Erziehungsratgebern im Internet zu
Folge, erhalten Kinder in Deutschland
mit 10 Jahren durchschnittlich 20 Euro
und junge Erwachsene mit 18 Jahren
ca. 100 Euro Taschengeld im Monat.
Zudem ist es Ublich, an Feiertagen wie
Ostern oder Weihnachten sowie am
Geburtstag, Geldgeschenke von Familie
und Verwandtschaft zu bekommen. Fallt
das Geldgeschenk grof3 aus, wird es in
vielen Fallen gespart und fur groRRe
Anschaffungen oder auch fir die
Finanzierung des Fuhrerscheins sowie
des ersten eigenen Autos genutzt.
Besonders jlingere Kinder geben ihr
Geld jedoch haufig fir Spielzeug oder
SuRigkeiten, Teenager flur Elektrogerate
wie Smartphones, PC, Spielekonsolen
oder auch Bucher, Kleidung und
Kosmetikartikel aus.

In meiner Grundschulzeit haben viele
meiner Freunde ihr Taschengeld fir
Pokémon Karten ausgegeben, die
damals total im Trend waren. Ich
erinnere mich noch daran, dass ich mir
auch immer Karten gewiinscht habe,
aber meine Mutter immer mit ,FUr das
bisschen Pappe mit Bildchen drauf,
geben wir kein Geld aus!“ abwinkte.
Haha. Habt ihr auch ahnliche
Erfahrungen gemacht?
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On the 29th of September students from Miyazaki Uni-
versity visited Kitaura-cho together with the Nobeoka
City CIR to engage in summer exchange activities with
the students of Mikawauchi Middle School. Two of the
students prepared a littfle tour for the visitors, including
their school, various shrines and Kanon Falls fo let them
enjoy the rich nature of their hometown. After riding
canoes in the affernoon and playing in the clear
streams of the O River, everybody got to enjoy local
boar meat stew and freshly picked grapes while chat-
ting by the campfire. What a fun day!

HAREDIEA
EFRIZABNESADEANRBINVCEEEEZ R HRTEERE | Z21TVE T,
FR. BE I — T TRIFETFIAIEE L,

BEANS:  RYORBN (b BRAEE MYES) | NIERE, 2OMERSORICETsL
WEE:  SEORIOAULOBROIL-TPER X EFBNEBONSEOEIRITT.

BH : SIGERRORIE MREESIBERDET,
FESFT . EEHRICRDFTT . SIHOFEERZSEVOLET

FH U ERSRHEEF THRAECE0.




HEMTH-ERRRR=

HEFEDESA CAICER | Z1—ALA—ZEVWTHSUEEGEETLEVELR, Al
BERHZESBILTVEIN ? 9 BMAFBEFRPLMAEICRDILICRDET, 9 Al
BCEOTHFRIT, BALRERRBOTY | ZC T, SEFBEROIEDOVWTAUEELT
HBDEESTLED ? S, PETRTAUNA—HEL TP XIACEINBE O IFAADANE
([EOVTHFELLIEWERWET,

Hello friends in Nobeokal It's been a while since I've written in this
newsletter. How has your summer been? With September arriving it's back
to school and work. September for me is a special month since, surprise,
it's my birthday month! So how about today I talk a little bit about
myself? Specifically, I'd like to talk about my life as an Asian-American

growing up as the first generation to be born in America in my family.
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Growing Up as an Asian American in America
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Just to refresh your memory, my
name is Chuck Xiong. 'm an ALT in
Nobeoka of... wow 3 years now! |
was born in California, USA, where |
lived my whole life before moving to
Nobeoka. However my parents were
born in Laos before coming to the US.
My parents (and | myself) are of the
Hmong people, an ethnic minority
group originally from China but who
have now greatly settled in
southeastern Asian countries like
Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam. The
Hmong people  had  assisted
Americans in the Vietham War which
led to their persecution by the Lao
government after the end of the war.
With their home country no longer
safe, many had to flee Laos into
neighboring countries, and some to
the US. My parents were only
children when they went to America
where they had to learn a completely
new way of life, language, and
culture.
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For me however, | was blessed with
much better living opportunities having
been born in America. | was able to
enter school as any normal American
kid could. | learned English at an early
age, | watched a lot of American
cartoons, and | ate American food (a lot
of hamburgers, microwavable burritos,
and chicken nuggets). My parents
however have always been insistent
that | never forget that | am at heart, a
Hmong person. They do their best to
pass on the traditions of their home
country onto me. They teach me their
cooking, their traditions, and their
rituals. While my friends ate
sandwiches and cold pizza for lunch, |
ate chicken with rice. For Americans,
and sometimes for me, some of our
traditions may seem strange or an
inconvenience. But for my parents’
generation, it's extremely important to
continue practicing the traditions of
their people.

Growing up Asian in the predominantly
white and Latino neighborhoods of
southern California, my parents taught
me to blend into the crowd and to not
stand out. This is pretty similar to
Japanese societal norms | think, and
most Asian cultures follow this
philosophy. | was taught to work hard in
school and to not socialize with people
outside of my culture so that one day |
could become successful and give
back to my community. As such it was
hard for me to make friends when | was
young, and in high school the majority
of my friends were also other Asian
Americans. No matter the origin of the
country, most Asian American youths
share similar backgrounds, having
parents who emphasize family,
education and hardworking values.
As an Asian American, you get to
experience a lot of the best parts of
multiple cultures in America. At school
you enjoy life as an American like any
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other kid, but at home you are an Asian
son. It can be challenging at times,
grappling with two different cultures
while wanting to be a “normal”
American person. But I've learned to
appreciate my parents passing on their
traditions to me, and | believe I'm lucky
to have been able to experience a
variety of different cultures. I've now of
course also gotten to experience
Japanese culture and daily life. We all
have different backgrounds, so why not
step into someone else’s shoes every
now and then? | think people would be
a lot more open minded if they gave it a
chance. Sometimes you should have
sandwiches for lunch, other times
chicken and rice, and sometimes a
bento with miso soup.
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