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Now I’ve been in Nobeoka for 9 months, | guess that | have
gradually become familiar with many things here. Even this
newsletter — since | write both the English and the Japanese,
it took a long time to write my first one, whereas now it

doesn’t take quite as long!

It’s weird too — when | first started writing the newsletter |
would write in Japanese and then translate back to English,
but now it doesn’t really matter whether I write in English or
in Japanese first. The brain is really quite amazing when it

comes to language.

| noticed recently that I’'d gotten more used to life here
when | had some friends to visit from the UK. When [ first
got here, | didn’t know anyone and couldn’t find my way
around, but now, even if only a little, | think I can show

people around.

| took my friends to Kyoto, Osaka,
Nara, Hiroshima, Miyajima and
Kagoshima. Since it was their first

visit to Japan, | thought that they

ought to go to tourist spots such

UTIE

as Kyoto and Tokyo, but | reckon that since they came all the
way to Nobeoka, they were able to see a different aspect of
Japan. Whilst they were in Nobeoka, | showed them Shimo
Aso beach and the night view at Mt. Atago. | finally also
went to Takachiho! It was a shame we couldn’t ride the
boats but the two of them seemed really impressed even
just looking at the beautiful natural scenery. But of course,
over scenery and buildings, they both said that the warmth
and kindness of Japanese people was what impressed them
the most. Two more friends are coming to visit from the UK

this month, so I’ll have to take them somewhere nice!

This month, on 6™ May, a general election will be held in the

UK. In the UK, I think
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there are a lot of people who are apathetic towards politics
but personally | think it is really important to vote in
elections. However, | haven’t always thought this way. Even
though I thought that voting was important, if | was honest,
| guess | thought that one person’s vote couldn’t really
change a thing. But then if you think about it, if everyone
shared the same thought then it would surely have a massive

effect on the result of an election.

In actual fact, in last year’s European election, that was the
situation. The turnout rate for voters was extremely

low, at 34.7%. This may have been linked with the politicians’
expenses scandal. These scandals were exposed regardless
of political party, so the turnout rate for voters may have

dropped due to a general loss of trust in politicians.

[ was impressed when | attended a meeting with the mayor
and young people in March this year - | have never heard of
such meetings in the UK. Maybe if we had such meetings,

young people would have a keener interest in politics.

Even though I’'m in Japan, | can vote by postal ballot. I just
hope that they send it to me in time!! Recently I’ve heard
from British friends living abroad that sometimes they don’t

make it in time so I’'m a little worried!

| think that the general election this year in particular is very
important. This is because there is a strong possibility of a

hung parliament following this election.

As for me, even though I’ m in Japan, I’ Il be making my vote
after reading and thinking over information on the different

policies that each party has to offer.

I' Il keep you posted about the results in the next newsletter!
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Who will be the next prime minister?!
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: JAPANESE LANGUAGE PRACTICE
Want to improve your Japanese? Japanese language practice (run by volunteers) classes take place several times each :

¢ month, with the aim of helping non—Japanese to improve in their understanding and usage of the Japanese language.

Dates for May ;. Thurs 6, Mon 10*, Thurs 20%", Mon 24t Mon 31t Time: 10:30~12:00

Venue: Social Education Centre (next to the library) Classroom 2 (2" floor)
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