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Hi, everyone! 4 months have already passed very
quickly since I arrived in Nobeoka. Thanks to everyone
here in Nobeoka, I feel so blessed to have met so many
wonderful people. I have really been touched by the
warmth of people’s hearts. As time goes by, I think it
might become harder to return to the UK! There are
still places I'd like to go and things to do so I look

forward to discovering more of Nobeoka.

In the UK, when December comes, everyone gets busy
preparing for Christmas. Just like the Japanese New
Year, Christmas is the most celebrated event of the
year for the British. Christmas is a time to spend time
with family, exchange presents, and to make and eat

special dishes.

In reality, I think the first Christmas was very
different to the modern-day Christmas. Unfortunately,
celebrate Christmas  without

many people

understanding its true meaning.

The first Christmas was when Jesus Christ was born
in a town called Bethlehem, close to Jerusalem.
According to the Christian faith, Jesus is God’s son so

Christmas is really an important event for Christians.

There used to be a lot of Christians in the UK, but
recently the number of Muslims are increasing. The
number of Atheists has also increased. Muslims don’t
celebrate Christmas but most Atheists do — placing
presents and family over the original Christmas story

as the reason for the season.

Since being a kid, I have always looked forward to
Christmas. Sometimes we spent it in Hong Kong but
when we were in the UK, my parents would always

invite international students to our house and we

would welcome them as part of our family for
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Christmas day.

My dad was born and raised in Hong Kong, but at the
age of 17, he was sent by his father to the US in order
to get into a good university. Just like when I came to
Nobeoka, my dad started a new life without knowing a

single person.

In the US, during Thanksgiving in November, an
American invited my dad to his house. Since it is a
time that is usually only spent with family, my dad was
greatly touched by the invitation. He was still single
then but he decided that when he got married he would
like to invite students who could not return to their

own countries to his house.

Consequently, since getting married, he has continued
this tradition. Every year, not only at Christmas, many
interesting people from lots of different countries visit
my family home. For me growing up, it was a
wonderful environment that I really am grateful to my
parents for. I am really thankful that they have always
exposed me to many different cultures and let me visit

many countries, and made sure that I grew up with an

awareness of my own cultural standpoint.

Thinking of the UK, since it is a multicultural society, I
can probably say that it is a fairly open-minded and
tolerant society but recently concerns have been raised.
In the political sphere, particularly in the recent
European elections, movements which threaten the
future of this multicultural society have emerged much
more strongly than in the past. This stems from
discontent with the current administration but I don’t

think it is a good solution.

If measures such as refusing entry to the UK to
foreigners and trying to create a Caucasian White
society become a reality, then life for British people like
me may get tough. Having been brought up
experiencing many different cultures, I think this is a

frightening thing.
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I hope that even in the future children in the UK will
— (TF=—

continue to be brought up in a multicultural , ffany %_/ _/2
environment, whilst learning the important values of Q‘-f}

respect and adaptability.
A —)L : kokusai@city.nobeoka.miyazaki.jp
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Christmas stocking
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Thawks for reading my newsletter!

Mervy Christmas anol a Happy New Year ©
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